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REPUBLICANS TAKE ANOTHER SHOT AT PHOTO VOTER ID
The House of Representatives on Feb. 26 granted preliminary approval to legislation that takes
a third shot at trying to require voters to possess government-issued photo identification in order
to cast a ballot. The Missouri Supreme Court struck down the first two laws Republicans
enacted to impose a photo voter-ID requirement, ruling they unconstitutionally infringed on
voting rights. The most recent ruling came in January.
Republican supporters claim a photo voter ID requirement is needed to stop voter fraud.
However, as the Supreme Court noted, voter impersonation at the polls is the only type of fraud
a photo ID could prevent, but there has never been a documented case of voter impersonation
in Missouri. Democrats contend the true purpose is to disenfranchise racial minorities and
certain other demographic groups that are most likely to lack a government-issued photo ID
and, not coincidentally, tend to support Democrats.
The House approved the measure, House Bill 1600, on a voice vote. A second, recorded vote is
required to send the bill to the Senate. If HB 1600 clears both chambers and is signed into law,
another lawsuit challenging the bill as unconstitutional is expected.
FILIBUSTER ON ONE BILL ENDS WITH DEAL ON ANOTHER
After a nearly 19-hour filibuster by Democrats, the Republican-controlled Senate on Feb. 26
backed off of legislation to make it substantially harder for victims of asbestos poisoning and
their families to sue to obtain compensation relating to ailments caused by their exposure.
In exchange for the asbestos bill being pulled, Democrats agreed not to block separate
legislation to further restrict punitive damage awards in civil lawsuits and tighten the
requirements for bringing cases under the Missouri Merchandising Practices Act, a state
consumer protection law. The Senate granted first-round approval to that measure, Senate Bill
591, on a voice vote right after the asbestos filibuster ended.
Both bills are part of a years-long Republican effort to make Missouri courts friendlier to

businesses by reducing their litigation costs. Critics contend such legislation tips the scales of
justice against Missourians harmed by corporate wrongdoing.
Opponents of the asbestos measure, House Bill 591, said it is particularly egregious since it
appeared designed to run-the-clock on Mesothelioma victims and prevent their cases from
being resolved before their deaths, which tends to quickly follow a diagnosis.

HOUSE VOTES TO PARTIALLY REPEAL MINIMUM WAGE HIKE
The House of Representatives voted 94-53 to send Republican-sponsored legislation to the
Senate that would partially repeal a minimum wage increase Missouri voters overwhelmingly
approved in 2018. Democrats unanimously opposed the bill, while all but a few Republicans
supported it.
Missouri voters approved the wage-hike measure, Proposition B, with 62.3 percent support in
November 2018. It gradually increases the standard statewide minimum wage to $12 an hour
over several years, ending in 2023. So far, two of five annual incremental increases have taken
effect to put the state wage floor at $9.45 an hour. The minimum wage is set to increase to
$10.30 an hour on Jan. 1, 2021.
House Bill 1559 would exempt private schools from following Proposition B and allow them to
go back to paying the previous statewide minimum wage of $7.85 an hour. Since private
schools are required to pay the $9.45-an-hour wage currently in effect, those schools could cut
employee wages if HB 1559 becomes law. A similar bill died last year for lack of action in the
Senate.
DEMOCRATS OPPOSE GOP BILL TO ELIMINATE MARRIAGE
On a straight party-line vote of 9-4, the House General Laws Committee on Feb. 26 advanced
legislation to eliminate marriage in Missouri and reclassify it as a “contract of domestic union.”
The unified support from majority Republicans came as a surprise since several had joined
Democrats in criticizing the bill a week earlier during a public hearing on it.
Critics say House Bill 2173 is a petulant response from those still opposed to the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 2015 ruling legalizing same-sex marriage nationwide. The bill’s Republican sponsor
claims he simply wants to remove government from its long-standing and traditional role in
legally sanctioning marriage. The bill must now go to the full House of Representatives for
consideration.
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Dear Neighbor,
My name is Mark A. Sharp and I am the newly elected State Representative
for District 36th. I wanted to present to you my new weekly "Capitol Report"
which will include the latest news and legislative updates about major
developments here at the state capitol. As a new member of The 100th
General Assembly, 2nd Session, I am proud to serve the people of South
Kansas City.
My office in Jefferson City is available to assist you with questions you may
have about state government or legislative issues. Please call, email or write
anytime. If you are unable to reach me, my assistant Brian Farmer is ready to
help you. If you are in Jefferson City, come by my Capitol office in room 109G, and introduce yourself. The door is always open and I encourage you to
visit.
Please forward this email to your friends and family who want to know how
what is happening in Jefferson City will impact them here at home.
Yours in Service,
Mark A.Sharp

My Legislation
HB2107- Modifies residency requirements for the A+ Schools Program
HB2169- Establishes Blair's Law, which creates the offense of unlawful
discharge of a firearm for discharging a firearm within or into the limits of a
municipality with criminal negligence
HB 2635 - Provides that the period of detention on arrest without a warrant is
48 hours for criminal offenses involving a dangerous felony or deadly weapon
HB 2636 - Modifies provisions regarding the expungement of records
HB 2690 - Establishes a Negro Leagues Baseball Museum special license
plate

Update: HB2169 was referred to General Laws Committee. Hearing is
tentatively expected to be this upcoming Wednesday

Local Events
Lights on KC!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
February 28, 2020 6:00- 11:00PM
Middle School and High School Students
3 on 3 Basketball Tournament

Arts and Crafts Stations
Silent Disco with DJ
Free Dinner 6:30-8:00
Special Guest Speakers
Connection Point Church Raytown Campus
10500 East 350 Highway
Raytown, Missouri 64138

Click to Here to Sign up
GREATER KANSAS CITY CRIME STOPPERS
816-474-TIPS HOTLINE
PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FROM:

Det. Kevin Boehm, Crime Stoppers Coordinator

SUBJECT: Reward Increase – 9 Year Old Dominic Young Homicide

KANSAS CITY, MO --- The Kansas City, Missouri Police Department and the Greater KC Crime Stoppers TIPS
Hotline continue to seek information in the January 20, 2018 homicide of 9 year old Dominic Young Jr. at
71 Highway and Emanuel Cleaver II Blvd.
Dominic Young Jr. was apparently hit by a stray gunshot while occupying a vehicle driven by his father and
died as a result of his injuries. Dominic, his father and brother were en route to Grandview at the
time. The vehicle driven by Dominic’s father was hit by gunshots from other vehicles apparently engaged
in a gunfight according to statements.
KCPD found a possible crime scene near the intersection where the father said the shooting
happened. When the father arrived home in Grandview, Dominic was not responsive. Grandview police
initially responded to the father’s home and found the boy in critical condition. He was later pronounced
dead at a hospital.
A number of community leaders and organizations including State Representative Richard Brown, Mayor
Pro Tem Kevin McManus, former City Councilmen Scott Taylor, Scott Wagner, John Sharp; the City of
KCMO and Concord Fortress of Hope Church (Pastor Ron Lindsay) have come forward to increase the
existing reward in the case up to $30,000.00. Those leaders are available for comment in regard to the

case.
Anyone with information is urged to contact Crime Stoppers Greater Kansas City TIPS Hotline at 816-474TIPS (8477), TIPS may also be submitted electronically at www.KCcrimestoppers.com, or by downloading
our NEW mobile app, P3TIPS, on Google Play or the Apple iOS stores for FREE. Information leading to an
arrest and/or filing of charges could be eligible for up to $30,000.00 in reward money. ALL INFORMATION
IS ANONYMOUS.
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Please don't hesitate to contact me with any feedback,
questions or ideas!

