
                          

  

  

 

 

Donôt forget the special free household hazardous waste drop-off from 8 to 

noon tomorrow (Saturday, July 31) at the south parking lot of Ruskin High 

School, 7000 E. 111th St., just east of the intersection of Blue Ridge Blvd. & 

Red Bridge Rd. 

  

Please see the flyer below for details on what items will be accepted. 

  

Normally hazardous waste must be taken all the way to the cityôs Environmental 

Campus at 4707 Deramus Ave. to be disposed of properly. 

  

I had the opportunity on July 28 to join other elected and appointed 

officials, community leaders, news media representatives and area residents 

at the grand opening of the 50,000 square foot new Ballôs Price Chopper at 

5665 E. Bannister Rd. which replaces the outdated Price Chopper at 9550 

Blue Ridge Blvd. 

  

The new store was built on the site of the demolished eastern part of the former 

Kmart store on the southwest corner of Bannister & Hillcrest Roads, just across 

Hillcrest Rd. from my legislative district.  

  

Besides already providing new jobs for scores of area residents and Ruskin 

High School students and still seeking more new employees, the new store is 

expected to stimulate additional economic growth along the Bannister Rd 

corridor.   A new Hampton Inn is now under construction on the north side 

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=4ec5e70205&e=b70264853c


of Bannister just east of I-435.  A new Taco Bell recently opened on the 

north side of Bannister almost directly across the street from the new Price 

Chopper. 

  

Unlike the now closed Price Chopper on Blue Ridge, the new store has a large 

in-house bakery, a floral department, a greatly expanded produce department 

with more organic and precut products and a much larger deli with a meat 

smoker and salad, soup and wing bars, plus indoor seating. 

  

Other officials attending the grand opening included KCMO City Council 

members Lee Barnes and Ryana Parks-Shaw; Grandview City Alderwoman 

Debbie Bibbs; Hickman Mills School Superintendent Yaw Obeng; Hickman 

Mills School Board members Byron Townsend (president), DaRon McGee (vice 

president), Carol Graves, Irene Kendrick and Cecil Wattree; and Maurice 

Glover, community outreach liaison for KCMO Mayor Quinton Lucas. 

 

See the link below to take part in my online survey to learn your thoughts 

on issues that are likely to be considered during the 2022 session of the 

Missouri General Assembly. 

 

https://xeroxcorp.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/preview/SV_2hma3a8BLwrmIFE?
Q_CHL=preview&Q_SurveyVersionID=current 

 

Email is probably the best way to reach my office.  If you are unable to quickly 

reach me, my legislative aide,  Kaylee Bauer is ready to help you. 

 

Please scroll down to read about other state government matters and 

important upcoming local events.  

 

Feel free to forward this newsletter to your friends and family who might want 

to know the latest news about what is happening in state government and about 

important local events. Be safe and God bless!  

 

 

Yours in Service, 

Mark A. Sharp 

 

 

  
  

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=2af78cfd6b&e=b70264853c
https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=2af78cfd6b&e=b70264853c
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I joined numerous area officials as well as scores of 
neighborhood residents at the July 28 ribbon cutting celebrating 
the grand opening of the new Ballôs Price Chopper at the 
southwest corner of Bannister & Hillcrest Roads which is 
expected to help attrac t more businesses and jobs to the 
Bannister Rd. corridor.  

  

  

  

 

 

 



 

 

WEEKLY CAPITOL UPDATE  

Friday, July 30, 2021 
  

  

STATE ORDERED TO PAY $1.14 MILLION  

  

A three-judge panel of the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on July 26 ruled 

Missouri must pay $1.14 million in legal fees as part of a lawsuit the state 

settled in 2019 over allegations it had violated the federal National Voter 

Registration Act. 

  

Despite agreeing to comply with the law, the state disputed the amount of 

fees awarded to the attorneys who brought the case. 

  

The League of Women Voters of Missouri and other groups filed the 

lawsuit in April 2018 claiming the state hadnôt been automatically 

updating voter registration information, as required by federal law, 

when Missourians submitted address changes to the state Department of 

Revenue. 

  

In settling the case in November 2019, the Revenue Department agreed to 

redirect residents who submit address changes on-line to the Secretary of 

Stateôs voter registration site. The Revenue Department also agreed to 

modify its handling of address changes made in person or by mail to better 

ensure voter registration information is updated. 

  

In upholding the attorney fees, the appellate panel said the state offered no 

evidence those fees were excessive. 

  

The case is League of Women Voters of Missouri v. Ashcroft. 

  

OFFICIAL SUES OVER BALLOT LANGUAGE  

  

Missouri State Treasurer Scott Fitzpatrick filed a lawsuit against Secretary of 

State Jay Ashcroft on July 19 challenging ballot language Ashcroftôs office 

wrote for a proposed constitutional amendment that will go on the statewide 



ballot next year to give the treasurer greater flexibility in investing state 

funds. 

  

In the lawsuit, Fitzpatrick  argues the ballot language is argumentative 

and likely to prejudice voters against the measure. In particular, the 

ballot language says it would ñallow the General Assembly to override 

the current constitutional restrictions of state investments by the state 

treasurer.ò However, the wording of the proposed amendment grants 

the legislature no role in managing state investments, which is the 

constitutional responsibility of the treasurer. 

  

Lawmakers approved House Joint Resolution 35 in May to place the 

question before voters. HJR 35 passed on votes of 156-1 in the House of 

Representatives and 32-0 in the Senate. It will appear on the Nov. 8, 2022, 

statewide ballot as Amendment 1. 

  

Fitzpatrick is asking a Cole County judge to rewrite the ballot language to 

impartially reflect what Amendment 1 would do if ratified by voters. 

  

The case is Fitzpatrick v. Ashcroft. 

  

BILL WITH MULTIPLE SUBJECTS STRUCK DOWN  

  

The Missouri Supreme Court on July 22 unanimously struck down 2018 

state legislation containing provisions relating to elections, tax levy reporting 

and fire protection districts, saying it violates a state constitutional 

prohibition against bills containing multiple subjects. 

  

As originally filed and passed by the House of Representatives, House 

Bill 1446 sought to allow more small municipalities to forgo holding 

elections for uncontested offices. 

  

The Senate, however, added three provisions ï one requiring the Missouri 

Department of Revenue to annually compile a list of all sales and use taxes it 

collects, another expanding access to records of voters who have requested 

absentee ballots and a third relating to the interplay between municipalities 

and local fire protection districts in certain counties. Those additional 

provisions remained in the final version of the bill signed into law by the 

governor. 



  

In the courtôs written opinion, Chief Justice Paul Wilson said since the billôs 

title says its subject is ñelectionsò but it contains provisions unrelated to 

elections, HB 1446 is unconstitutional. Although the court typically severs 

the unconstitutional portions of bills while upholding the rest, Wilson said 

the court was unable to do that with HB 1446 because it isnôt clear the 

legislature would have enacted the bill without the unconstitutional portions. 

  

Although the bill was challenged over opposition to the fire districtsô 

provision, perhaps the most significant impact of the ruling will be that 

municipalities with more than 1,000 residents, but fewer than 2,000, 

residents, will again be required to hold elections when candidates for 

office are running unopposed. 

  

The case is City of De Soto v. Parson. 

  

COURT UPHOLDS MALPRACTICE DAMAGE CAPS  

  

After striking down a previous law attempting to limit non-economic 

damages in medical malpractice cases, the Missouri Supreme Court on July 

22 upheld the constitutionality of the latest version of the statute. 

  

However, a dissenting judge warned the majority ruling allows the 

legislature to pull a ñblatant end-runò around the state constitutionôs 

guarantee of the right to trial by jury.  

  

The case involved a woman who sued doctors at Truman Medical Center in 

Kansas City claiming they negligently handled the Caesarian delivery of her 

child and her postpartum care, allegedly causing her to suffer major injuries. 

The jury found in her favor and awarded her $30,000 in economic damages 

and $1 million in non-economic damages, which includes compensation for 

things such as pain and suffering. 

  

Because of a 2015 law capping non-economic damages, the trial judge 

reduced that portion of the award to $748,828. In her appeal, the woman 

argued the cap unconstitutionally interferes with the ability of juries to 

determine appropriate damages. 

  

In earlier cases, the Supreme Court has ruled that while the General 



Assembly can cap damages in cases involving statutorily created causes 

of action, it canôt do so when the cause of action existed under the 

English common law prior to Missouri becoming a state in 1821. Thatôs 

because of a provision of the state constitution saying ñthe right to trial 

by jury as heretofore enjoyed shall remain inviolate.ò 

  

After the high court struck down an earlier version of medical malpractice 

damage cap law in a 2012 case, the legislature passed a new version in 2015 

that eliminated medical malpractice as a common law cause of action and 

replaced it with an identical, but statutorily created, cause of action. 

  

Writing for the five-judge majority, Judge Zel Fishcer said: ñIt is undisputed 

that the General Assembly possesses the authority to abolish common law 

causes of action.ò Since medical malpractice is now a statutory cause of 

action in Missouri, the majority said lawmakers have the authority to impose 

a damage cap in those cases. 

  

In his dissenting opinion, Judge George Draper III disputed that the Missouri 

Constitution allows lawmakers to abolish causes of action and recreate them 

just to avoid constitutional constraints. 

  

ñThis Courtôs holding provides the legislature with unconstitutional carte 

blanche to limit the constitutional right to trial by jury through hostile 

legislation,ò Draper wrote of the case, Velazquez v. University Physician 

Associates. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  

  



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ï July 28, 2021 

  

Mayor Lucas Announces Reinstatement of Indoor Mask Mandate  

Action follows new masking recommendation by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention for Areas with High Rates of COVID-
19 Transmission, including Kansas City 

  

KANSAS CITY, Mo. ï Following new masking guidance issued by 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to curb the 
spread of COVID-19, Kansas City Mayor Quinton Lucas today 
announced that he will reinstate an indoor mask mandateðfor all 
persons aged five and older, regardless of vaccination statusðin 
places of public accommodation, effective at 12:01 a.m. Monday, 
August 2 through at least 12:01 a.m. on Saturday, August 28. 

  

In light of recent litigation between the State of Missouri and the City 
and County of St. Louis, Mayor Lucas will also introduce a resolution 
in the weeks ahead for City Council support of emergency actions. 
Mayor Lucas stands with Mayor Tishaura Jones and County 
Executive Sam Page in protecting Missourians from the spread of 
COVID-19. 

  

ñSince COVID-19 first entered our community, Kansas City has 
followed the guidance issued by our nationôs leading scientific experts 
at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and locally by 
our own Health Department and regional health care leaders,ò said 
Mayor Lucas . ñWith a 15 percent increase in hospitalizations over the 
past week and a full vaccination rate of just 39 percent in Kansas 
City, the CDC and our own Health Department have issued 
recommendations that all personsðregardless of vaccination 
statusðbegin masking in all places of indoor public accommodation. 
As such, Kansas Citians will need to begin masking in all indoor 
public places on Monday to slow the spread of COVID-19 in our 
community and throughout Missouri.ò 



  

ñStill, the most effective way to rid COVID-19 from our community is 
to get vaccinated, and we will continue our efforts to reach all Kansas 
Citians in all neighborhoods about the importance of taking the 
vaccine,ò continued Mayor Lucas.  ñI applaud all who have taken the 
COVID-19 vaccine, and who have shared the importance of the 
vaccine with their friends and familyðplease keep talking with those 
close to you about how the vaccine is the best way to protect 
themselves and those around them and our community. I thank all 
Kansas Citians, our businesses, and our schools for understanding 
the reinstatement of the mask requirement is a necessary and 
immediate step we must take to protect our community.ò 

  

ñVaccinations are the best of all prevention measures,ò said Kansas 
City Health Department Deputy Director Health Frank Thompson . 
ñAs long as transmission continues, variants will continue to develop. 
We don't know what the next variant will look like, how virulent it will 
be, and that should concern everyone. Because less than 50 percent 
of Kansas City is vaccinated, and transmission is still occurring, 
Kansas Citians should wear a mask according to CDC guidance. The 
Kansas City metro area has so many jurisdictions, and few people 
stay in just one to live, work, and play.  No matter where you travel to 
in the metro, please continue to mask up. This is one important way 
we can all protect each other.ò 

  

Vaccination Opportunities:  

The Kansas City Health Department offers COVID-19 vaccine clinics 
at the Health Department, 2400 Troost Avenue, each Monday-Friday 
from 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., and Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:30 
p.m.-7:30 p.m. Walk-ins are welcome.  

  

Any Kansas Citian interested in being paired with a COVID-19 

vaccine may also call 3-1-1 or visit www.kcmo.gov/coronavirus. 

  

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=537753e4ae&e=b70264853c


Later this week, Mayor Lucas will share additional details related to 
incentives for Kansas Citians who choose to take the COVID-19 
vaccine ahead of the Gucci Mane and Garth Brooks concerts, among 
other upcoming community events. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  



  

  



  

  



  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  


