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Dear Neighbor, 

 

In addition to updates on legislative matters, I have included the recent 

announcement by Governor Mike Parson that he will allow his current 

restrictions on public activity designed to limit the spread of COVID-19 to 

expire Monday, June 15, and to “ fully reopen” the state June 16. 

 

While nobody is wild about any level of government restricting their 

activities, I think most of us realize some restrictions are necessary to 

protect the public from irresponsible behavior. 

 

I fear the governor may be scrapping our modest statewide restrictions 

too soon, which could result in new spikes of this potentially deadly virus 

which is still spreading in our state. 

 

According to the state’s own dashboard on the virus referenced in the 

governor’s announcement, as of June 9 a total of 15,585 confirmed 

cases of COVID-19 had been recorded in Missouri, including 872 

deaths.  The latest figures from the KCMO Health Department show 
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1,525 confirmed cases in our city and 28 deaths. 

 

Fortunately, the governor’s order did not try to restrict local jurisdictions 

such as KCMO from continuing their restrictions. 

 

As government restrictions are lifted, the responsibility falls on all of us to 

do our part to limit our exposure to catching the virus and to limit the 

possibility we could spread it to others since we can be contagious 

without even having symptoms. 
 

Turning to another topic, I want to remind everyone to please fill out the 

information for your household for the 2020 census. This information is 

confidential and is essential for our south Kansas City community getting 

its fair share of government services and representation in legislative 

bodies since federal, state and local legislative bodies are reapportioned 

based on census data. 

 

It only takes a few minutes to fill out the requested census 

information, and persons can do it online at 2020census.gov or by 

calling 844-330-2020 from 6 a.m. to 1 a.m. daily. 

 

In August, census employees will begin visiting households that have not 

responded. 

 

Please scroll down to read more about important upcoming local events, 

Including: 

1. Free COVID-19 drive-through testing for KCMO and Jackson 

County residents from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. as long as supplies 

last on Tuesday, June 16, at Southeast High School, 3500 E. 

Meyer Blvd., sponsored by the KCMO Health Department & 

KC CARE Health Center.  Please call 311 by 5 p.m. June 15 for 

an appointment. 

1. Harvesters mobile food pantry which provides fresh produce 

and other healthy food for needy families from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 

on Thursday, June 18, at Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th 

St., sponsored by the school and the Community Assistance 



Council. Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the east 

side of the school, and volunteers will load the food into the 

vehicles when they reach the school. 

1. The 6th Council District cleanup from 8 a.m. to noon on 

Saturday, June 20, with drop off sites at the east parking lot of 

Ruskin High School and the parking lot of South-Broadland 

Presbyterian Church, 7850 Holmes Rd., which will accept 

bulky items such as old furniture & mattresses, leaves & 

brush and tires.  The Ruskin site also will accept appliances 

and electronics.  There is no charge for washers, dryers and 

stoves.  There is a $5 charge for CRT monitors, a $10 charge 

for any items containing Freon, a $20 charge for 

LED/LCD/plasma TVs, a $30 charge for CRT TVs 26” or less 

and a $50 charge for CRT TVs 27” or more and wood console 

& big screen/projection TVs. Persons dropping off items are 

requested to wear masks. 

1. A free food distribution for the first 500 needy families from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. on Wednesday, June 24, at Grandview High 

School, 2300 High Grove Rd., sponsored by Jackson County, 

Fox4 Love Fund and Sheriff Darryl Forte’s office. Families are 

asked to clear trunk space in their vehicles since they will 

receive two boxes of produce and dairy products weighing 

20-30 lbs. each that will be loaded into their vehicles. 

Email is probably the best way to reach my office. If you are unable to 

quickly reach me, my assistant Brian Farmer is ready to help you. 

  

Feel free to forward this newsletter to your friends and family who might 

want to know the latest news about what is happening in state 

government and about important local events. Be safe and God bless!  

 

Yours in Service, 

Mark A.Sharp 
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COURTS CLEAR MEDICAID EXPANSION FOR AUG. 4 BALLOT  

  

For the second time in less than a week, a Missouri court on June 8 

ruled against two conservative groups’ attempts to block voters from 

considering a proposed constitutional amendment on Medicaid 

expansion that will appear on the Aug. 4 statewide ballot. 

  

Hours after the second adverse ruling, the Missouri Supreme Court 

issued an order declining to hear the case on appeal, bringing it to a 

swift and final resolution. 

  

Amendment 2 would expand Missouri’s Medicaid eligibility threshold to 

138 percent of the federal poverty level. Under the federal Affordable 

Care Act, the federal government would pay 90 percent of the cost of 

expansion. After years of resistance by the Republican-dominated 

General Assembly, expansion supporters used the initiative petition 

process to bypass lawmakers and put the issue directly before voters. 

  

I signed the petition and supported the petition drive. 

  

The conservative groups United for Missouri and Americans for 

Prosperity-Missouri each sued, claiming Amendment 2 violates a state 

constitutional provision that prohibits using the initiative process for 

appropriating money, a power reserved solely for the General Assembly. 

  

In a June 2 ruling, Cole County Judge Dan Green rejected that 

argument, noting that Amendment 2 neither appropriates money directly 

nor requires the legislature to do so. On June 8, a three-judge panel of 

the Western District Missouri Court of Appeals agreed. 

  

“Funding for the Missouri Medicaid program, MO HealthNet, is 

appropriated annually by the General Assembly,” Judge Mark Pfeiffer 



wrote for the appellate court. “The proposed measure does not direct or 

restrict the General Assembly’s ability to change the amount of 

appropriations for the MO HealthNet program or to increase or decrease 

funding for the program based on health care-related costs.” 

  

According to the official fiscal estimate prepared by the State Auditor’s 

Office, Amendment 2’s impact could vary widely, ranging from an 

additional $200 million in costs to savings of $1 billion by 2026. The 

possible savings would result from an estimated 230,000 more 

Missourians having access to basic preventative care, thus reducing the 

need for much more costly treatments later. Missouri is one of only 14 

states that haven’t implemented Medicaid expansion. 

  

STATE REVENUE COLLECTIONS CONTINUE STEEP DECLINE 

  

With just a month remaining in the 2020 fiscal year, net state general 

revenue collections were down 7.4 percent compared to the first 11 

months of FY 2019, going from $8.7 billion last fiscal year to $8.06 billion 

this year. 

  

Revenue collections had been up a robust 5.8 percent through the first 

nine months of FY 2020 before cratering in April and May due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

  

Net revenue collections for May 2020 were down 22.5 percent compared 

to May 2019, going from $688.2 million last year to $533.5 million this 

year. However, as bad as the May percentage drop was, it’s an 

improvement compared to April 2020.  During April net revenue 

collections plummeted 54.3 percent compared to April 2019. 

  

Because of the sudden and steep financial downturn, Gov. Mike Parson 

so far has imposed $432.9 million in unilateral spending cuts to the FY 

2020 state operating budget since April 1. The bulk of the governor’s 

cuts have targeted state education spending. The 2020 fiscal year 

ends June 30. 

  



  

  

 

Missouri Governor — Michael L. Parson 

 

Office of Communications 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 11, 2020 

GOVERNOR PARSON ANNOUNCES MISSOURI WILL FULLY 

REOPEN, ENTER PHASE 2 OF RECOVERY PLAN ON JUNE 16 

JEFFERSON CITY — Pending expiration of Phase 1 on June 15, 

Governor Mike Parson announced today that Missouri will fully 

reopen and enter Phase 2 of its “Show Me Strong Recovery” Plan 

on Tuesday, June 16, 2020.  

“It is truly incredible to think about how far Missouri has come since 

March. At that time, no one knew what to expect. There was a lot of 

uncertainty, worry, and concern,” Governor Parson said. “Here we 

are today, just over 90 days since our first COVID-19 case in 

Missouri, and I am proud to say we have overcome all of these 

challenges and more than met our four pillars to reopen.”  

During Phase 2, there will be no statewide health order. All 

statewide restrictions will be lifted, though local officials will still 

have the authority to put further rules, regulations, or ordinances in 

place. 



The decision to reopen was dependent on the four essential “Show 

Me Strong Recovery” pillars: 

1. Expand testing capacity and volume in the state 

2. Expand reserves of PPE by opening public and private supply 

chains  

3. Continue to monitor and, if necessary, expand hospital and 

health care system capacity 

4. Improve ability to predict potential outbreaks using Missouri's 

public health data 

Weekly testing in Missouri has increased more than 220 percent 

from approximately 16,000 test encounters the week of April 20 to 

over 53,000 encounters the week of May 25. Over the past two 

weeks, the state has averaged more than 10,000 tests per 

weekday.  

Missouri continues to receive and distribute PPE across the state. 

Yesterday, the state reached a record PPE shipment, expanding to 

include not only hospitals, health care facilities, and EMS but also 

dental offices as more are reopening across the state. Yesterday’s 

shipments included the following: 

17,230 gowns 

42,720 N95 masks 

262,000 gloves 

77,100 surgical masks 

18,432 face shields 

Missouri has also received national recognition for the use of its 

PPE marketplace, which helps health care providers with Missouri 

manufactures and suppliers. Currently, there are over 100 hospitals, 

436 suppliers, and 1,567 health care providers, businesses, and 

other organizations registered in the PPE marketplace.  



Regarding hospital capacity, hospitalizations fell by 43 percent 

statewide from May 1 to June 10. In April, the state converted a 

hotel into an alternate care site in just 11 days.  

Missouri now also has a comprehensive COVID-19 

dashboard containing data from across the state on testing, 

positivity rate, deaths, and hospitalizations. Much of the data is 

broken down further by county or demographics.  

“We have learned and accomplished so much since March. 

Knowing what we know now, we are much better prepared to deal 

with COVID-19 going forward, and we are fully confident that 

Missouri is ready to take the next step,” Governor Parson said.  

While Missouri will fully reopen on June 16, Governor Parson 

emphasized the importance of continuing social distancing and 

practicing proper hygiene to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  

“We must remember that COVID-19 is not gone,” Governor 

Parson said. “It is still extremely important for everyone to continue 

social distancing. Be proactive. Avoid large, congested crowds, and 

if you can’t social distance, take extra precautions to protect 

yourself and those around you.”   

“We all know how to do this now, and it is up to us to take 

responsibility for our own actions,” Governor Parson continued.  

In preparation of Phase 2, Governor Parson signed Executive Order 

20-12 extending the state of emergency in Missouri through 

December 30, 2020, in order to utilize federal CARES Act funding. 

Extending the state of emergency will also allow continued flexibility 

in deploying resources around the state as Missouri reopens and 

recovers from COVID-19.  

Executive Order 20-12 also further extends four previous Executive 

Orders assisting with Missouri’s COVID-19 response through 

December 30: 

1. Executive Order 20-04 easing regulatory burdens and certain 

provisions related to telemedicine and motor carriers 
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2. Executive Order 20-05 allowing the sale of unprepared 

restaurant foods to the public 

3. Executive Order 20-06 mobilizing the National Guard in our 

response efforts 

4. Executive Order 20-08 waiving the requirement for a person 

to be physically present in front of a notary public 
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South KC Mobile Food Pantries 

 

With so many people out of work due to the coronavirus pandemic, a 

growing number of families in south Kansas City are being forced to rely 

on community food pantries such as Community Assistance Council’s to 

have enough to eat. 

 

Fortunately, Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-

truck that serves as its mobile food pantry to four sites in south Kansas 

City monthly to distribute fresh produce and other healthy food to 

families in need.  The sites are: 

 

Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second 

Saturday of the month.  Persons may remain in their vehicles, and food 

will be brought to them. 

 

Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 4 to 5:30 p.m. the third 

Thursday of the month.  Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the 

east side of the school, and food will be loaded in the vehicles when they 

reach the school by staff and student volunteers.  This event is 

sponsored by the school and Community Assistance Council. 

 

Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration 

beginning at 8 a.m. and food distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 

a.m. on the third Saturday of the month.  Families are asked to bring two 

cardboard boxes for volunteers to put the food in. 

 

Martin City K-8 School, 201 E. 133rd St., from 11 a.m. until food runs 

out on the third Saturday of the month.  This event is sponsored by 

Three Trails Community church. 

  

  

  



Free Food Distribution 

 

Jackson County, the Fox4 Love Fund and Sheriff Darryl Forte’s 

office are partnering to provide free fresh produce and dairy products on 

a first-come, first-served basis to 500 families from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 

each of three upcoming events including one Wednesday, June 24, at 

Grandview High School, 2300 High Grove Road. 

 

Families are encouraged to clear trunk space in their vehicles since 

each box of produce and dairy products weighs 20-30 pounds. 



 



  

  

 

 

  

  

Coronavirus Facts and Resources 

  

Kansas City 

  

If you would like to receive updates about what the City is doing in 

response to the coronavirus, text COVIDKC to 888777 or go online 

to kcmo.gov/coronavirus 

 

Missouri 

  

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services is operating 

a hotline for residents and health care providers to call for information 

and guidance about COVID-19. 

 

The statewide hotline number is 877-435-8411. The hotline is being 

operated by medical professionals and is available 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT 

 

How to File? 

If you’re eligible, you’ll need the following: 

1. Your Social Security number; 

2. Any amount you were paid in the past week, before taxes and 

deductions; 

3. The name and mailing address of each job you worked in the past 

18 months; 

4. The dates you started and ended work at each of those jobs. 

 

If this is your first time filing for unemployment please watch this 

video on unemployment basics. Visit uinteract.labor.mo.gov, create an 
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account and file your claim. If your job loss is related to coronavirus 

issues, make sure to check a box that says “COVID-19” in your 

application to waive a requirement to search for a new job amid the 

crisis. 

Missouri provides benefits for up to 20 weeks, which can be extended to 

33 weeks under the federal provisions. 

The state will pay you up to $320 per week, and the federal government 

will provide $600 on top of whatever you get from the state for each 

week you're on employment prior to July 31. 

Benefits can be paid within 22 days unless there is an issue with your 

eligibility, which on average can take 4-6 weeks to resolve. 

You should continue filing weekly requests for payment even if you have 

not yet received benefits. 

Regional Claims Center representatives are available by phone Monday 

– Friday from 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM by calling:  

Kansas City Claims Center: 816-889-3101 or visit  

Missouri Unemployment Website  

 

Please visit the Missouri Department of Labor's website for more 

information about COVID-19 FAQ's for Businesses and 

Workers: https://labor.mo.gov/coronavirus 

 

US Department of Labor has a few sites dedicated to Families First 

Coronavirus Response Act. 

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-employee-paid-leave 

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions 
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GREATER KANSAS CITY CRIME STOPPERS 

816-474-TIPS HOTLINE 

 

FROM:           Det. Kevin Boehm, Crime Stoppers Coordinator 

  

SUBJECT:    Reward Increase – 9 Year Old Dominic Young 

Homicide 

  

KANSAS CITY, MO ---  The Kansas City, Missouri Police 

Department and the Greater KC Crime Stoppers TIPS Hotline 

continue to seek information in the January 20, 2018 homicide of 9 

year old Dominic Young Jr. at 71 Highway and Emanuel Cleaver II 

Blvd. 

  

Dominic Young Jr. was apparently hit by a stray gunshot while 

occupying a vehicle driven by his father and died as a result of his 

injuries.  Dominic, his father and brother were en route to 

Grandview at the time.  The vehicle driven by Dominic’s father was 

hit by gunshots from other vehicles apparently engaged in a 

gunfight according to statements. 

  

KCPD found a possible crime scene near the intersection where 

the father said the shooting happened.  When the father arrived 

home in Grandview, Dominic was not responsive.  Grandview 

police initially responded to the father’s home and found the boy in 

critical condition. He was later pronounced dead at a hospital. 

 

A number of community leaders and organizations including State 

Representative Richard Brown, Mayor Pro Tem Kevin McManus, 

former City Councilmen Scott Taylor, Scott Wagner, John Sharp; 

the City of KCMO and Concord Fortress of Hope Church (Pastor 

Ron Lindsay) have come forward to increase the existing reward in 

the case up to $30,000.00.  Those leaders are available for 

comment in regard to the case. 

  



Anyone with information is urged to contact Crime Stoppers 

Greater Kansas City TIPS Hotline at 816-474-TIPS (8477), TIPS may 

also be submitted electronically at www.KCcrimestoppers.com, or by 

downloading our NEW mobile app, P3TIPS, on Google Play or the 

Apple iOS stores for FREE.  Information leading to an arrest and/or 

filing of charges could be eligible for up to $30,000.00 in reward 

money.  ALL INFORMATION IS ANONYMOUS.  
 

  

 

 

  

 
  

 

State Representative Mark 

A.Sharp 

Missouri House of 

Representatives 

Room 109G 

201 W Capitol Ave 

Jefferson City, Mo 65101 

Phone  

573-751-9469 

Email 

mark.sharp@house.mo.gov 

Please don't hesitate to contact 

me with any feedback, questions 

or ideas! 
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