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GOP LEADERS BALK AT SESSION START DATE 

  

In an unprecedented move, neither the Senate nor the House of 

Representatives will convene for today’s Sept. 6 start of the 

special legislative session the governor has called seeking a 

massive state income tax cut and approval of tax credits to 

benefit Missouri agriculture. 

  

Instead, Republican legislative leaders on Aug. 31 

announced all lawmakers won’t be asked to return to the 

Capitol until Sept. 14, the same day as the General 

Assembly’s annual veto session to consider whether to 

override any of the governor’s vetoes. 

  

It remains unclear how GOP leaders intend to proceed once the 

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=ccebd86fab&e=b70264853c


session does get underway. 

  

While it is common for special sessions to get off to a slow 

start, with lawmakers just holding procedural sessions with 

few members present on some days, it doesn’t appear 

legislative leaders  ever have previously decided just to not 

have lawmakers show up at all on a special session’s first day, 

let alone delay starting a session for eight days. 

  

In a joint statement, top House and Senate Republicans say 

they are engaged in ongoing discussions over what provisions 

to include in the tax cut bill – an indication of disagreement 

with at least some parts of the governor’s proposal. 

  

While lawmakers have no obligation to pass everything – or 

anything – the governor has asked for, the constitution 

prohibits them from passing legislation not authorized by the 

governor’s special session call. 

  

The governor’s proposal calls for cutting the state income 

tax rate from 5.3 percent to 4.8 percent, eliminating the 

bottom tax bracket and increasing the standard income tax 

deduction to $16,000 a year for individuals and $32,000 for 

married couples filing jointly. 

  

Many Democrats opposed a special session on tax cuts because 

of the possible negative impact on the state’s long-term 

financial stability. While Parson says his plan would cost about 

$700 million a year in lost revenue while stimulating overall 

economic growth, an analysis by the nonpartisan Missouri 

Budget Project puts the cost at closer to $1.1 billion annually. 

  



The governor also is asking lawmakers to create or renew 

several tax credits for the agricultural industry, many of which 

were in House Bill 1720 passed during this year’s regular 

session but vetoed by Parson because the law required the 

credits to be reauthorized after only two years which he said 

was too short a period to effectively boost agricultural 

investments. 

  

“Applicants often need a minimum of 24 months in order 

to secure the equity and private investment needed for 

projects,” Parson said in his veto message, noting he wants 

the credits extended for a minimum of six years before 

reauthorization is required. 

  

Of particular interest to my legislative district and other 

urban areas is the proposal to create new income tax 

credits to encourage investments in urban agriculture such 

as what I proposed in House Bill 1570 that I sponsored 

during this year’s regular session to provide tax credits for 

investments to establish urban farms including community 

gardens that would not have to be reauthorized for six 

years.  The language in the vetoed HB 1720 was similar to 

my language in HB 1570, but the credits required 

reauthorization after only two years instead of six. 

  

Under the state constitution, a special session can last no more 

than 60 days. Despite the eight-day delay in starting the 

session, that constitutional clock still starts ticking from the 

Sept. 6 start date set by the governor. As a result, the latest the 

session could end is Nov. 5, just three days before the Nov. 8 

general election. 



 

  

STATE CONTRACTS NO LONGER SEARCHABLE 

  

Information on state contract awards is no longer easily 

accessible through the state’s website after the Missouri Office 

of Administration pulled it, citing a new state law that makes 

the “personal information” of non-profit organizations in the 

possession of government entities a closed record, the St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch reported Aug. 30. 

  

OA handles contract bids for most state agencies. A notice 

on an OA procurement website says a function that 

previously allowed site users to search for awarded bids 

and related contract documents has been removed due to a 

provision of a new law, House Bill 2400, that was enacted 

earlier this year and took effect Aug. 28. 

  

Part of the bill created the “Personal Privacy Protection Act” 

which was intended to shield nonprofits from having to 

disclose their donors to government entities. 

  

As the bill was going through the legislative process, OA 

warned lawmakers the legislation would force it to take down 

its online procurement database, according to the Post-

Dispatch. Other state agencies also predicted the bill would 

force the closure of previously open and accessible 

information. 

  

The notice on the OA website instructs those seeking 

information on contract awards and bidding documents to 

submit a formal request under the state’s Sunshine Law, 



although any documents that are provided could be 

redacted to comply with the law. 

  

Because a high volume of requests is anticipated, the notice 

warns that those making requests “may experience an 

extensive wait time for document availability” to obtain 

information that until recently was available with a few 

clicks. 

  
  

  

  



  

  

Area elected officials pose with Chiefs tight end 
Travis Kelce at the grand opening August 30th of 
CommunityAmerica Credit Union’s Community 
Access Center at 11501 Blue Ridge Blvd. which 
includes classrooms for Metropolitan Community 



College that occupy the entire second floor and a 
large meeting room available at no charge for 
community groups along with traditional banking 
services and financial coaching provided by the 
credit union on the first floor.  Pictured from left are 
president of the Hickman Mills Board of Education 
DaRon McGee, 5th District KCMO City Councilwoman 
Ryana Parks-Shaw, Kelce, vice president of the Lee’s 
Summit Board of Education Megan Marshall and 
State Representative Mark Sharp. 

  

  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

https://www.kcstarlight.com/events/event-detail-
production/communitymovienight/  
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South KC Food Pantries 

 

South Kansas City is fortunate to have several food pantries to help 

less-fortunate residents have enough healthy food to eat.  These 

include: 

 

Community Assistance Council, 10901 Blue Ridge Blvd. on the 
north end of the Ruskin High School campus, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 

p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  Persons should call 

816-763-3277, ext. 100, or email info@cackc.org for appointments or 

questions. 

 

Red Bridge Area Food Pantry, 100 W. Red Bridge Rd. in the First Baptist Church of Kansas 

City, from 10 a.m. to noon on the third Saturday each month.  Persons must call 913-313-0250 for 

appointments by the prior Wednesday. 

 

Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-truck that serves as its mobile food 

pantry to seven sites in south Kansas City monthly to distribute fresh produce and other healthy 

food to families in need.  The sites are: 

 

Center School District, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. as long as food is left on the 

first Saturday of the month.  Persons should drive through the bus parking lot to the district 

warehouse.  The event is sponsored by Three Trails Community church in partnership with the 

Center School District.  

 

Center District Warehouse,  8701 Holmes Rd., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. the second Friday of 

each month. Persons should go to the entrance to the Center Administrative Office and drive 

through the bus parking lot to the warehouse where volunteers will load the food. Persons should 

take the Troost Ave exit. The event is sponsored by the Center Education Foundation in 

partnership with the Center School District. 

 

Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second Saturday of the month.  Persons 

may remain in their vehicles, and food will be brought to them. 

 

mailto:info@cackc.org


United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th Terr., with vehicles lining up at 8:30 a.m. 

and contactless food distribution running from 9  to 11 a.m. the third Wednesday of the month.  

 

Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. the third Thursday of the 

month.  Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the east side of the school, and staff and 

students will load the food when vehicles reach the school.   

 

Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration beginning at 8 a.m. and food 

distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the third Saturday of the month.  Families are 

asked to bring two cardboard boxes for volunteers to put the food in. 

 

Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 E. 117th St., from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the fourth 

Friday of the month in the church parking lot. 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



 

 

  
 

State Representative Mark A. Sharp 

Missouri House of Representatives 

Room 102-BA 

201 W Capitol Ave 

Jefferson City, Mo 65101 

Phone  

573-751-9469 

Email 

mark.sharp@house.mo.gov 

Please don't hesitate to contact me 

with any feedback, questions or ideas! 
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