
  

  

 

 

Dear Neighbor, 

  

I’d like to thank the City of Kansas City for sponsoring a second fall clean 

up convenient for residents in my district last Saturday, October 23, with 

four different drop off sites. 

  

The 5th Council District Fall Clean Up collected 55 tons of bulky items 

such as old furniture, leaves & brush and trash, 2,823 pounds of 

electronics for recycling and 1,640 tires.  It also accepted and shredded 5 

tons of documents and other paper. 

  

This was more bulky items, leaves & brush and trash and more tires than 

collected at the October 2 6th Council District Clean Up on October 2, but 

less electronics and shredding. 

  

The 5th District Clean Up was sponsored by City Council members Lee 

Barnes, Jr., and Ryana Parks-Shaw and conducted and organized by the City 

Public Works and Neighborhoods & Community Services Departments. 

  

The great majority of my district is in the 6th Council District, but some of it 

is in the 5th District. 

  

I’d also like to thank the Mid-Continent Public Library for the extensive 

renovation of its Blue Ridge Branch just blocks away from my district 

which is expected to be complete before the end of the year. 

  

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=dfba3fee1e&e=a249ae3ec5


Welcome new amenities will include a large community meeting room and 

smaller meeting rooms. The new Red Bridge Branch in my district has 

similar meeting facilities which are a great convenience for the community. 

  

I’m also very pleased that ALPLA North America, a leading 

manufacturer of bottles, caps, other plastic packaging and molded parts 

will begin construction later this year of a 246,000 square foot injection 

molding manufacturing facility expected to create about 75 new jobs at 

the Blue River Commerce Center on the site of the former Bannister 

Federal Complex on the north side of Bannister Rd. east of 

Troost.  Construction is expected to be completed in late 2022. 

  

The Commerce Center is being developed and managed by NorthPoint 

Development. 

  

Please scroll down to see the announcement about this company coming to 

our area by the Missouri Department of Economic Development. 

  

Also, don’t miss the announcement further down in the Report about a 

virtual community meeting from 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, November 10, 

about design concepts for proposed streetscape improvements to Blue 

Ridge Blvd. from 87th St. to Bannister Rd. as well as design concepts for 

possible future improvements to Bannister Rd. from I-435 on the west to 

Highway 350 on the east. 

  

Senior citizens should be sure to look at the welcome announcement 

later in the Report that Jackson County is continuing its program that 

allows home owners who will be 62 or over by December 31 to apply to 

be allowed to pay their county real estate taxes on the homes they live in 

with four equal installment payments without interest or penalties.  The 

payments will be due December 31, February 28, May 31 and August 31. 

  

To qualify, senior home owners must have paid their real estate taxes for all 

prior years and not be delinquent, and their homes must be assessed solely as 

residential property. 

 

Email is probably the best way to reach my office.  If you are unable to 

quickly reach me, my legislative aide Kaylee Bauer is ready to help you. 

 

mailto:kaylee.bauer@house.mo.gov


Please scroll down to read about other state government matters and 

important upcoming local events.  

 

Feel free to forward this newsletter to your friends and family who might 

want to know the latest news about what is happening in state 

government and about important local events. Be safe and God bless!  

 

 

Yours in Service, 

Mark A. Sharp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  



  

  

I had the opportunity to speak to third graders earlier this week at 

KIPP KC Endeavor Academy where I formerly taught during a tour of 

the facility with my colleague, Representative Michael Johnson, who 

represents the area where the school is located.  It was nice to be back in 

the classroom. 
  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



WEEKLY CAPITOL UPDATE 

Friday, October 29th, 2021 

  

  

MARIJUANA SCORING FIRM LOSES ARBITRATION 

  

The company Gov. Mike Parson’s administration hired to review 

applications for licenses to grow, manufacture or dispense medical marijuana 

in Missouri has lost a $28 million arbitration award in a case brought by one 

unsuccessful applicant, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported Oct. 26. 

  

Missouri voters ratified a constitutional amendment in 2018 legalizing 

medical marijuana and putting the Missouri Department of Health and 

Senior Services in charge of regulating the industry. 

  

The department hired Wise Health Solutions to score the license 

applications. The department used the scores to determine which applicants 

should be awarded one of the limited number of licenses available. 

  

Wise’s scoring methodology has been widely criticized as inconsistent 

and allegedly favoring clients of an affiliated consulting firm. Thousands 

of administrative appeals have been filed challenging the department’s 

rejection of license applications. 

  

GMT Consulting, which unsuccessfully sought four licenses to operate in the 

St. Louis area, went a step further and sued Wise in 2020, claiming the 

company’s scoring process was “corrupt”, according to the Post-Dispatch. 

The case was sent to arbitration, with GMT prevailing. Buchanan County 

Circuit Judge Kate Schaefer entered a judgment confirming the $28 million 

arbitration award on July 26. 

  

GMT filed a subsequent lawsuit in Cole County Circuit Court on Aug. 18 

seeking enforcement of the award against Wise’s insurance provider. No 

hearing has been set yet in that case, GMT Consulting LLC v. Hiscox 

Insurance Company Inc. 

  

  

SCHMITT CHANGES STORY ABOUT BORDER TRIP 



  

Two days after saying taxpayers footed the bill for his recent trip to the 

Texas/Mexico border, Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt reversed 

course and said his U.S. Senate campaign paid his travel expenses, the 

Kansas City Star reported on Oct. 24. 

  

However, Schmitt’s spokesman in the Attorney General’s office also went 

on the trip and said taxpayers did cover his costs, raising questions of 

whether public money was used to send a state employee to a campaign 

event. 

  

Schmitt went to El Paso, Texas, on Oct. 20 to join Texas Attorney 

General Ken Paxton for a news conference announcing a lawsuit they 

are filing in a longshot effort to force President Joe Biden to resume 

construction of the controversial border wall championed by former 

President Donald Trump. 

  

It is just the latest is a string of lawsuits of uncertain legal merit on hot-

button conservative issues Schmitt has filed as he seeks election to the U.S. 

Senate seat in a crowded GOP primary. 

  

Schmitt, through his spokesman, originally defended using taxpayer funds 

for the trip, claiming the lawsuit was filed on behalf of Missourians to 

protect their interests, the Star reported on Oct. 21. But two days later, the 

spokesman backtracked, saying his original comments were based on a 

“miscommunication”. 

  

Rather than mitigating criticism against Schmitt for using taxpayer resources 

for the trip, the change in position served to intensify that criticism. 

  

Saying his campaign actually paid for Schmitt’s travel seemed a tacit 

admission of the trip’s campaign purpose and made the propriety of 

bringing along a state employee at taxpayer expense appear even more 

questionable. 

  

  

PARSON PICKS ASSISTANT AG FOR COURT VACANCY 

  

Gov. Mike Parson on Oct. 22 appointed First Assistant Attorney General 



Cristian Stevens to the Missouri Court of Appeals Eastern District. Stevens, 

who resides in Kirkwood, replaces Judge Robin Ransom, who moved up to 

the state Supreme Court earlier this year. 

  

Stevens was one of three finalists chosen by the Missouri Appellate Judicial 

Commission to fill the vacancy on the St. Louis-based court. The others were 

private practice attorneys Kathleen Hamilton of St. Charles and Jeffery 

McPherson of Webster Groves. 

  

Parson has two more pending appellate appointments to make. The 

commission has already sent him finalists for a vacancy in the Kansas 

City-based Western District. The commission is to meet Nov. 22 to select 

finalists for an opening in the Springfield-based Southern District. 

  

Once he fills those slots, Parson will have appointed 10 of the members of 

the state Court of Appeals, which has 32 members split across its three 

districts. 

  

 

  
  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  



ALPLA to build new facility in Kansas City, 
creating 75 new jobs 

Kansas City, Mo. – ALPLA Inc., North America announced it will 
break ground on a new manufacturing plant in Kansas City, Missouri, 
creating 75 new jobs. The new facility will be the company’s fourth 
site in Missouri and the first dedicated to injection molding. 
“ALPLA’s decision to grow in Missouri demonstrates our state’s ability 
to support companies with our highly skilled workforce, affordable 
business costs and unmatched logistical advantages,” said Governor 
Mike Parson. “We are home to global leaders across various 
industries, and we take great pride in providing companies like ALPLA 
with a solid foundation to ensure their success in Missouri.” 

“We are excited about our new Kansas City site which represents a 
key element of our growth strategy and our continued commitment to 
the expansion of our injection molding capabilities,” said James 
Rooney, Managing Director, ALPLA, North America. "This is a 
strategic initiative expanding our volume and footprint." 

Led by Cushman & Wakefield, the 246,000-square-foot, rail-served 
injection molding facility will begin construction in late 2021 with a 
completion date in late 2022. The site will enhance ALPLA’s scope of 
innovation and facilitate the demand of recent business. As regional 
production has increased, the investment and creation of a world-
class facility at the Blue River Commerce Center will add an 
additional 75 jobs, assisting in the stabilization of the manufacturing 
economy. While embracing new markets, the central location will 
better serve customers in the Midwest. 
The company also looks forward to giving back to the Kansas City 
community. To date, ALPLA has funded numerous STEM and 
STEAM-based labs and classes while encouraging high school 
students to build careers related to engineering. The company is also 
an active supporter of women empowerment initiatives and 
volunteerism in the senior community. 
“With redeveloped and transit-served sites such as the Blue River 
Commerce Center, attracting globally respected manufacturers is at 
the heart of Port KC’s mission,” said Jon Stephens, President and 
CEO of Port KC. “Bringing ALPLA and many Kansas City community 



partners together will continue to strengthen our neighborhoods and 
workforce talent, contributing to the benefit of all.” 

The Kansas City Area Development Council was proud to work with 
several regional partners in attracting ALPLA Inc. to the Kansas City 
area, including the State of Missouri, Missouri Partnership, Port KC, 
City of Kansas City, Missouri, Economic Development Corporation of 
Kansas City, Cushman & Wakefield - Joe Accurso, NorthPoint 
Development, Evergy, Spire and KC SmartPort. 
“The Kansas City region’s strengths in manufacturing and availability 
of skilled talent will allow ALPLA to experience continued growth in 
manufacturing, furthering the company’s position as a leader in 
packaging solutions,” said Tim Cowden, President and CEO, Kansas 
City Area Development Council.  
About ALPLA Inc. 
ALPLA is a leading companies involved in plastic packaging. Around 
21,600 employees worldwide produce custom-made packaging 
systems, bottles, caps and molded parts at 178 sites across 45 
countries. In North America, ALPLA specializes in bottles and caps 
for the food, beverage, auto, health, beauty, and home care industries 
by using conscientious culture to drive purposeful packaging. ALPLA 
operates its own recycling plants for PET and HDPE in Austria, 
Poland, Mexico, Italy and Spain, and in the form of joint ventures in 
Mexico and Germany. Other projects are being realized elsewhere 
around the world. To learn more about ALPLA, visit www.alpla.com. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=ea89cbd305&e=a249ae3ec5


 



  



 



  

  



  



  

  

  

  

  



  

  

Treat Your Family to Boo at the Zoo This Weekend! 
  

Come celebrate Halloween with us October 30-31, 9:30 am - 5 
pm, at Boo at the Zoo! This safe and not-so-scary trick-or-treating 
experience promises fun for the whole family. Trick-or-treat bags will 
be provided during the event. Plus, FOTZ members are invited to 
come for an exclusive hour of trick-or-treating from 8:30 to 9:30 
am on Saturday, October 30!  
 
Along with the trick-or-treating fun, enjoy a dance party with DJ Joe, a 
pint-sized hay maze, pedal tractors, and more. Our Halloween-
themed animal ambassador show will be performed each day at 11 
am and 3:30 pm in the auditorium in the main lobby! This family-
friendly production will provide lots of educational and entertaining 
thrills. 

  
  

  

  



  

  

WONDERSCOPE TRICK OR TREAT 

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  



  

  

  

 

Support Ruskin High School 

 

You're Invited! 
Ruskin High School students have been hard at work rehearsing and 
preparing for their fall play, 'Almost, Maine,' and they're inviting you to 
come watch it! 
The Ruskin Theatre Department, in collaboration with The Performers 
Studio of MCC Longview, presents the fall play, 'Almost, Maine.' The 
play will be held on Thursday, November 4 and Friday, November 5 
at 7 p.m., and Saturday, November 6 at 2:30 p.m. at MCC Longview 
Cultural Arts Center Theatre, 500 SW Longview Dr. Lees Summit, 
MO. 
Click here to purchase tickets. 

 

 

 

  
  

  

  

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=9aebac1fd3&e=a249ae3ec5


  

  

  



 



  



 



  

  

  

  



  



 



  

  



  



  



  



  

  

  

  

FREE Workshop 
How To Be A Successful COMBAT 
Applicant 
  

 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021  |  9:00 a.m. - Noon 

 

St. Louis-Kansas City Carpenters Regional Council 

8955 E. 38 Terrace  I  #100 

Kansas City, MO 64129 

 



 

COMBAT currently funds more than 100 programs offering services 

throughout Jackson County. We’re continually looking to partner with new 

agencies that have new ideas for addressing the three core issues at the heart 

of COMBAT’s mission. 

• Substance Abuse Prevention 

• Substance Use Disorder Treatment 

• Violence Prevention 

To help such agencies navigate the COMBAT funding process, this 

workshop—How To Be A Successful COMBAT Applicant—will be held 

Wednesday, November 17. The workshop will focus on how agencies can 

work on meeting the basic requirements to be eligible for COMBAT funding. 

 

The workshop will concentrate on how organizations can meet COMBAT’s 

basic requirements and secure the necessary documentation. It will also 

address resources available to possibly assist agencies in applying for 

COMBAT funding. 
  

  

  

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=ce4b2caa68&e=a249ae3ec5


  

  

JOIN US IN 

2022 Adult Learner Scholarship is now open until 
Nov 19!  

KC Scholars is hosting virtual application assistance sessions in 
October & November for adult learner applicants who need help 



completing the application or who have specific questions. More 
information is available at http://www.kcscholars.org/AppHelp 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

Thanksgiving Meal Kit Signups 

CAC pantry clients, sign up now for Quad Power's special Nov. 20 full Thanksgiving meal kits (meat 

with the fixings) distribution. The distribution will be 10 am to 2 pm at Quad Power Products, 11609 

Hickman Mills Dr., Kansas City, Mo. Or clients may sign up to receive a Thanksgiving meal kit with 

with their regular November CAC pantry appointment. Clients must have appointments for either 

site. Call 816-763-3277 x 100 now to set your appointment. 
 

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=b3df175a2e&e=a249ae3ec5


  

  
Thank you Quad Power, LDS Church, Tippins 
 

  

  

 

 

  

We are thrilled with the support again from Quad Power for their generous donation of time and food 

for Thanksgiving meals for SKC families. We're so happy to have turkeys donated by the The Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and we're so excited about the new donation - 72 frozen pies 

from new donor Tippins! 
 

  

  
November Food, Diapers Available 

CAC Food Pantry: Appointments (preferred, call 816-763-3277 x 100) or walk-ins9 to 2:30 pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, plus 4 to 6 pm, Wednesday, Nov. 3 and 9 am to noon, 
Saturday, Nov. 20. 
Happy Bottoms diapers: No appointment needed but call 816-763-3277 x 100 if new, 9 to 2:30 pm 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 
 

  

  



 

 

  

Empower Families Set Goals, Create their Vision 

Last week, three Empower families attended CAC's first vision board event. Children and parents 

found images from magazines to create a collage with descriptions of what they would like to work 

toward. Kids and parents are encouraged to keep their posters in plain sight to encourage to making 

choices and decisions that support reaching their vision. Along the way, Empower case managers 

provide support and resources to help toward these goals. 
 

  

  
Sign up for FREE Empower program for HMC-1 Families 

The last 18 months have been incredibly difficult for kids and parents, but you don't have to 

struggle on your own. If you are in the Hickman Mills School District, CAC has a free Empower 

program that provides activities and supports to help kids with some of the stress, isolation and 

academic challenges they experienced last year. And the free program can help parents with 

resources, job connections and supports to stabilize income and housing and reduce YOUR stress. 

Call or email Shari at 816-763-3277 x 105, shari.simmermon@cackc.org or Keesha Hinkle, 816-

mailto:shari.simmermon@cackc.org


763-3277 x 104, keesha.hinkle@cackc.org to learn more about this program that is supported by 

Children's Services Fund of Jackson County and United Way. 
 

  

  

 

 

  

Looking for a Holiday Project? 

CAC has Bins to Fill! 
Would your organization like a way to help our local families in time for the holidays? CAC would 

love to provide donation bins and partner with your group for collections such as hygiene items, 
holiday foods, socks and slippers, hats and gloves, etc. Contact Julie Reid at 816-763-3277 x 

110, julie.reid@cackc.org to talk about needs and work out details! 
 

mailto:keesha.hinkle@cackc.org
mailto:julie.reid@cackc.org


  

  

 

 

  

Volunteers Needed! 
CAC could use some basic office volunteers immediately - stuffing envelopes, getting a mailing out, 

making easy phone calls, possibly some computer work. Some can be done from home! We're very 

friendly and greatly appreciate any time someone could help out. Call Julie Reid at 816-763-3277 x 

110 or email julie.reid@cackc.org. 

  

Need a Speaker, Want to Learn More About this Community? 

We Love to Share About Community Assistance Council 
Have a meeting with your neighborhood association, church, community or school group, or other 
organization and looking for a program? CAC would love to share about our role in the community and 

mailto:julie.reid@cackc.org
mailto:julie.reid@cackc.org.


how we can partner to meet community needs. Call Rachel Casey at 816-763-3277 x 103 or 

email rachel.casey@cackc.org. 
 

  

  

Make a Donation – Make a Difference 

• $5 can provide fresh milk for a family for a month 

• $50 can provide food for a family for a month 

• $1000 can help a family avoid homelessness 

• $5,000 can provide full Thanksgiving or Christmas meals for 225 families. 

To make a one-time donation or set up a monthly payment click here. 

Call Rachel Casey at 816-763-3277 x 103 or email Rachel.casey@cackc.org to discuss ideas. 

  

Community Assistance Council is the social services agency that covers South Kansas City, 

including all of Hickman Mills and Center School Districts, with a food pantry, Happy Bottom 

diapers and pull-ups, Giving the Basics hygiene items, KC Medicine Cabinet medicines and 

equipment, emergency rent and utilities assistance and limited case management. We'd love to give 

you a tour or provide a program for your organization! 
 

  
  

  

  

mailto:rachel.casey@cackc.org
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South KC Mobile Food Pantries 

  

Many families in south Kansas City are being forced to rely on community food 

pantries such as Community Assistance Council’s to have enough to eat. 

 

Fortunately, Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-truck that 

serves as its mobile food pantry to seven sites in south Kansas City monthly to 

distribute fresh produce and other healthy food to families in need.  The sites 

are: 

 

Center District Warehouse,  8701 Holmes Rd., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

the second Friday of each month. Persons should go to the entrance to the 

Center Administrative Office and drive through the bus parking lot to the 

warehouse where volunteers will load the food. Persons should take the Troost 

Ave exit. The event is sponsored by the Center Education Foundation in 

partnership with the Center School District. 

 

Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second Saturday of 

the month.  Persons may remain in their vehicles, and food will be brought to 

them. 

 

United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th Terr., with vehicles lining 

up at 8:30 a.m. and contactless food distribution running from 9  to 11 a.m. the 

third Wednesday of the month.  

 

Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 4 to 5:30 p.m. the third 
Thursday of the month.  Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the 
east side of the school, and staff and students will load the food when 
vehicles reach the school. 



 

Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration beginning 

at 8 a.m. and food distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the third 

Saturday of the month.  Families are asked to bring two cardboard boxes for 

volunteers to put the food in. 

 

Center School District, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. as long as 

food is left on the third Saturday of the month.  Persons should drive through 

the bus parking lot to the district warehouse.  The event is sponsored by Three 

Trails Community church in partnership with the Center School District. 

 

Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 E. 117th St., from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

the fourth Friday of the month in the church parking lot. 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The November 2021 issue of Kansas 
City's Most Wanted is now available. 
Your monthly delivery of Kansas City's Most Wanted is here! Take a look at this month's local 

fugitives and see if you recognize anyone. If so, submit an anonymous TIP and you could receive a 

cash reward! No one will ever know except you. 

 

TIPS can be anonymously submitted via the following methods: 

• The TIPS Hotline at 816-474-TIPS (8477) 

• Online at www.kccrimestoppers.com 

• The P3 Mobile App 

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=1bc269e7ae&e=a249ae3ec5


Thank you for your continued support of the Greater Kansas City Crime Stoppers program. 

Click the link below to view now: 
  

https://www.flipsnack.com/kcmcc/copy-of-tips-kcmw-243-2.html  
  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  
 

State Representative Mark A. Sharp 

Missouri House of Representatives 

Room 102-BA 

201 W Capitol Ave 

Jefferson City, Mo 65101 

Phone  

573-751-9469 

Email 

mark.sharp@house.mo.gov 

Please don't hesitate to contact me 

with any feedback, questions or ideas! 
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