Dear Neighbor:
With numerous candidates for federal, state and county offices
on the ballot along with judges including two Missouri
Supreme Court judges up for retention and nine state, city and
county ballot issues - some of which are extremely important
- the November 8 election is more consequential than most
midterm elections.
Please make sure to vote!
KCMO voters who want to take advantage of “no excuse”
absentee voting may vote early at United Believers
Community Church in the Fellowship Hall, 5600 E.
112th Terrace, in my legislative district which is the only
satellite early voting location in south Kansas City.
The voting site is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. MondayFriday and from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday, November 5, the
last day it is open.
Due to new state legislation that I opposed, voters must bring a

current government issued photo ID to vote early.
See the flyer below for more details.
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the KCMO
Public Works Department for conducting last Saturday’s
6th Council District Fall Cleanup with drop-off sites at Ruskin
High School and South-Broadland Presbyterian Church which
was a great benefit to residents of my legislative district and
other city residents.
Residents were able to properly dispose of tons of bulky
items like appliances & old furniture, leaves & brush, tires
and trash and bring in electronics for recycling. They also
were able to have documents shredded on-site and donate
clothing and household items in good condition to be given
to area Disabled American Veterans Red Racks thrift
stores.
I also want to thank 6th District Councilmembers Andrea
Bough and Mayor Pro Tem Kevin McManus, Community
Assistance Council and South Kansas City Alliance for
sponsoring the cleanup.
Now that session is over, this is the perfect time to start
looking into what bills or legislative priorities I can spearhead
in next year's legislative session. If you have any suggestions
on what those could be, please respond back to this email.
Here are my committee appointments:
Crime Prevention

Elementary & Secondary Education
General Laws
Joint Committee on Legislative Research
Special Committee on Urban Issues
Special Committee on Public Policy: Ranking Minority
Member
Email is probably the best way to reach my office. If you are
unable to quickly reach me, you can contact my legislative
aide Rachael Cunningham at
Rachael.Cunningham@house.mo.gov.
Please scroll down to read about other state government
matters and important upcoming local events.
Feel free to forward this newsletter to your friends and family
who might want to know the latest news about what is
happening in state government and about important local
events. Be safe and God bless.

Yours in Service,
Mark A. Sharp

WEEKLY CAPITOL UPDATE
Monday, October 31st, 2022
AMENDMENT 4 ALLOWS UNFUNDED MANDATES
Constitutional Amendment 4 would allow the General
Assembly to pass legislation until the end of 2026 requiring
KCMO to increase funding for its Police Department,
exempting such laws from the existing constitutional
prohibition against imposing unfunded state mandates on local
governments. The measure will appear on the Nov. 8
statewide ballot.
The ban on unfunded mandates is part of the Missouri
Constitution’s tax-limiting Hancock Amendment. Under its
unfunded mandates provision, state lawmakers can’t require
local governments to increase spending levels beyond legal
minimums in place at the time the Hancock Amendment was
ratified in 1980 unless they appropriate state funding sufficient
to pay for the mandate.
A state law dating to the 1950s requires Kansas City to
dedicate at least 20% of the city’s general revenue for the
Police Department.
Although the City Council appropriates the money, the fivemember Board of Police Commissioners decides how it is
spent. Four board members are city residents appointed by the
governor, with the fifth spot filled by Kansas City’s mayor.

For many years the city voluntarily has exceeded the minimum
funding level required by state law.
Even though voters haven’t yet ratified Amendment 4, the
legislature already has enacted legislation, signed into law
by Gov. Mike Parson this summer, bumping the minimum
police funding level to 25% of general revenue.
Because of the Hancock Amendment, that law appears clearly
unconstitutional, but Amendment 4’s supporters hope voter
ratification will cure that problem.
Amendment 4 would authorize state lawmakers to approve
additional mandatory increases in minimum funding for
the Police Department through Dec. 31, 2026, without
appropriating state funds to cover such increases, at which
time the ban on future unfunded mandates would be
restored.
Although observers may differ on whether the Police
Department is adequately funded, there appears to be a
growing realization that there are not enough officers on the
streets, making it extremely difficult to respond in time to stop
crimes in progress or get to violent crime scenes quick enough
to prevent witnesses from scattering and evidence being
contaminated or taken.
Also, when there are seriously injured victims of violent
crimes, slow police responses often delay emergency medical
care for the victims since paramedics and emergency medical
technicians won’t enter a violent crime scene until they have
assurance it is safe. Sometimes that can be determined from

the 911 caller if that person is at the scene, but if that’s not the
case emergency medical responders will drive to the close
vicinity of the scene, but not actually enter the scene until law
enforcement arrives. This can be fatal to victims who might
survive if given prompt medical care.
As of October 28, the Police Department reported 144
homicides so far this year, the second highest year to date
total for the last five years and only 12 under this time in
2020 when the city set a new all-time record for the
number of homicides.
For several years KCMO’s horrendous per capita homicide
rate has been one of the highest in the nation for big cities, far
exceeding the per capita homicide rate of cities like Chicago
that often are thought of as extremely violent.
AMENDMENT 5 PROPOSES REORGANIZATION
Constitutional Amendment 5, if ratified by voters on Nov. 8,
would elevate the Missouri National Guard to departmental
status, a change that likely would have little, if any, practical
impact since the Guard is already under the direct control of
the governor.
In addition to creating the new Department of the National
Guard, Amendment 5 would specify the agency is led by an
adjutant general, which already is the case.
Amendment 5 supporters say making the Guard its own
department would streamline the chain of command so the

adjutant general - a gubernatorial appointee and the
Guard’s commander - would report directly to the
governor. However, the Missouri Constitution already
specifies the governor has direct control over the Guard,
which Amendment 5 critics say renders it unnecessary.
Although state law currently assigns the Guard to the Missouri
Department of Public Safety for organizational purposes, the
arrangement basically exists only on paper. The statute grants
the public safety director no authority over the Guard or the
adjutant general and specifically states that this organizational
structure doesn’t interfere with the governor’s constitutional
role as commander-in-chief of the state militia.
The Missouri General Assembly passed legislation placing
Amendment 5 on the ballot earlier this year.
Making the Guard a stand-alone department would result
in an additional ongoing annual cost of $132,000 according
to the ballot language. However, the original official fiscal
analysis of the proposal said the cost could be over
$150,000.

South KC Food Pantries
South Kansas City is fortunate to have several food pantries to help
less-fortunate residents have enough healthy food to eat. These
include:
Community Assistance Council, 10901 Blue Ridge Blvd. on the
north end of the Ruskin High School campus, from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Persons should call
816-763-3277, ext. 100, or email info@cackc.org for appointments or
questions.
Red Bridge Area Food Pantry, 100 W. Red Bridge Rd. in the First Baptist Church of Kansas
City, from 10 a.m. to noon on the third Saturday each month. Persons must call 816-908-7800 for
appointments by the prior Wednesday.
Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-truck that serves as its mobile food
pantry to seven sites in south Kansas City monthly to distribute fresh produce and other healthy
food to families in need. The sites are:
Center School District, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. as long as food is left on the
first Saturday of the month. Persons should drive through the bus parking lot to the district
warehouse. The event is sponsored by Three Trails Community church in partnership with the
Center School District.
Center District Warehouse, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. the second Friday of
each month. Persons should go to the entrance to the Center Administrative Office and drive
through the bus parking lot to the warehouse where volunteers will load the food. Persons should
take the Troost Ave exit. The event is sponsored by the Center Education Foundation in
partnership with the Center School District.
Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second Saturday of the month. Persons
may remain in their vehicles, and food will be brought to them.

United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th Terr., with vehicles lining up at 8:30 a.m.
and contactless food distribution running from 9 to 11 a.m. the third Wednesday of the month.
Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. the third Thursday of the
month. Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the east side of the school, and staff and
students will load the food when vehicles reach the school.
Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration beginning at 8 a.m. and food
distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the third Saturday of the month. Families are
asked to bring two cardboard boxes for volunteers to put the food in.
Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 E. 117th St., from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the fourth
Friday of the month in the church parking lot.
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Please don't hesitate to contact me
with any feedback, questions or ideas!

