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RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA ON NOV. 8 BALLOT
Four years after Missouri voters by a lopsided 65.6 percentage
authorized medical marijuana they’re being asked to take the
next step and legalize recreational marijuana use for adults age
21 and older.
In addition to adult-use legalization, Constitutional
Amendment 3 would provide for expunging the criminal
records of those convicted of most non-violent marijuana
offenses, establish regulations for the expanded marijuana
industry, impose a 6% state sales tax on retail recreational
marijuana sales and authorize additional local sales taxes
of up to 3%.

Amendment 3 was placed on the Nov. 8 statewide ballot via an
initiative petition sponsored by Legal Missouri 2022.
The existing medical marijuana industry was heavily
involved in drafting Amendment 3. It gives existing
marijuana businesses priority to convert their current
licenses into the limited number of “comprehensive”
licenses that also cover cultivation, distribution or sales of
recreational marijuana. Critics contend this would unfairly
limit the number of new entrants into the market.
Supporters point to a provision authorizing
“microbusiness” licenses for small-scale marijuana
distribution or retail facilities that would provide a
pathway to market entry for people from communities
disproportionately harmed by marijuana prohibition.
There would be 48 such licenses to start - with the number
topping out at 144 - 18 months after Amendment 3 takes
effect.
Those eligible for a microbusiness license include people who
have been arrested or convicted of a non-violent marijuana
offense, residents of areas with high poverty or unemployment
or historically high rates of marijuana-related incarceration,
disabled military veterans or graduates or residents of an
unaccredited school district.
If additional comprehensive licenses later become
available, the state would be required to award at least
50% to microbusiness licensees.
A group called Save Our State PAC was formed to oppose

Amendment 3. It touts itself as a broad coalition of traditional
marijuana legalization opponents, as well as those who support
legalization but dislike provisions of Amendment 3.
Adult recreational marijuana use already is legal in 19
states. Voters in four other states besides Missouri –
Arkansas, Maryland, North Dakota and South Dakota –
are also considering recreational legalization measures this
year.
Medical marijuana is currently legal in 37 states.
Marijuana remains illegal under federal law.
If ratified by a simple majority of those voting, Amendment 3
will take effect Dec. 8.

LIBRARIES DENOUNCE PROPOSED RESTRICTIONS
The Missouri Library Association called an effort by Secretary
of State Jay Ashcroft to strip state funding from public
libraries that carry materials he deems inappropriate for
minors “an infringement on the professional judgment of
librarians, and an effort to further stoke division in the
communities that librarians serve,” the Columbia Missourian
reported Oct. 19.
The association’s comments came in a statement responding to
a proposed administrative rule Ashcroft filed Oct. 17 seeking
restrictions on how public libraries operate and what materials
they provide and cutting state funding from those his office

deems aren’t in compliance with his proposed restrictions.
Although the legislature appropriates some funds each year for
libraries, they are locally governed and operated, and primarily
financed by local taxpayers.
While executive branch agencies can promulgate
administrative rules to assist them with carrying out their
statutory duties, Ashcroft’s proposed rule appears to be an
attempt to legislate by rule-making by purporting to grant
his office the authority to withhold state funding from local
libraries he deems not in compliance with his proposed
rule.
In addition, key sections of the rule are vaguely written,
including one prohibiting the use of state funds “to
purchase or acquire materials in any form that appeal to
prurient interest of any minor” without specifying a
standard for determining this or making a distinction
regarding whether such materials are only intended for
adult readers.
The proposed rule will be published in the Missouri Register
on Nov. 15, which will trigger a 30-day public comment
period.
If the rule is finalized, the legislature has the authority to pass a
concurrent resolution annulling it if lawmakers deem the rule
was enacted without legal authority or otherwise is
inappropriate.

AMENDMENT 1 BROADENS INVESTMENT OPTIONS
Missouri voters will decide Nov. 8 whether to allow the
General Assembly to pass legislation broadening the
investment options for state funds, estimated to increase
interest income for the state by about $2 million a year.
The Missouri General Assembly passed House Committee
Substitute for House Joint Resolution 35 during the 2021
legislative session to place Constitutional Amendment 1 before
voters.
It won near-unanimous legislative support, passing on
votes of 156-1 in the House of Representatives and 32-0 in
the Senate.
Besides granting the legislature more discretion on
investing state funds to increase interest earnings,
Amendment 1 specifically allows investments in U.S.
government obligations that mature no more than seven
years from the date of purchase - up from the current fiveyear cap - and investments in top-rated municipal
securities.
If a simple majority of voters ratify Amendment 1, it will take
effect Dec. 8.

South KC Food Pantries
South Kansas City is fortunate to have several food pantries to help
less-fortunate residents have enough healthy food to eat. These
include:
Community Assistance Council, 10901 Blue Ridge Blvd. on the
north end of the Ruskin High School campus, from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Persons should call
816-763-3277, ext. 100, or email info@cackc.org for appointments or
questions.
Red Bridge Area Food Pantry, 100 W. Red Bridge Rd. in the First Baptist Church of Kansas
City, from 10 a.m. to noon on the third Saturday each month. Persons must call 816-908-7800 for
appointments by the prior Wednesday.
Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-truck that serves as its mobile food
pantry to seven sites in south Kansas City monthly to distribute fresh produce and other healthy
food to families in need. The sites are:
Center School District, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. as long as food is left on the
first Saturday of the month. Persons should drive through the bus parking lot to the district
warehouse. The event is sponsored by Three Trails Community church in partnership with the
Center School District.
Center District Warehouse, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. the second Friday of
each month. Persons should go to the entrance to the Center Administrative Office and drive
through the bus parking lot to the warehouse where volunteers will load the food. Persons should
take the Troost Ave exit. The event is sponsored by the Center Education Foundation in
partnership with the Center School District.
Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second Saturday of the month. Persons
may remain in their vehicles, and food will be brought to them.

United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th Terr., with vehicles lining up at 8:30 a.m.
and contactless food distribution running from 9 to 11 a.m. the third Wednesday of the month.
Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. the third Thursday of the
month. Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the east side of the school, and staff and
students will load the food when vehicles reach the school.
Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration beginning at 8 a.m. and food
distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the third Saturday of the month. Families are
asked to bring two cardboard boxes for volunteers to put the food in.
Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 E. 117th St., from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the fourth
Friday of the month in the church parking lot.
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