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JUDGE DISMISSES PHOTO VOTER ID LAWSUIT 

  

Cole County Judge Jon Beetem on Oct. 12 dismissed a lawsuit 

challenging Missouri’s new photo voter identification law after 

ruling the plaintiffs lack the legal standing to bring it. 

  

Although a direct appeal to the Missouri Supreme Court is 

expected, barring its swift action, voters will be required to 

produce a government-issued photo ID in order to cast a 

ballot in the Nov. 8 general election. 

  

The Missouri Supreme Court has twice struck down 

previous photo voter ID laws for unconstitutionally 

interfering with voting rights. 

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=367f18d714&e=b70264853c


  

Beetem didn’t reach the merits of the arguments in the current 

case. Instead, he determined the only two individual voters 

named as plaintiffs failed to show they are harmed by the law 

since both have government-issued photo IDs they can use to 

vote in the upcoming Nov. 8 election. 

  

Beetem also said the main plaintiffs – the Missouri chapters of 

the League of Women Voters and the NAACP – likewise lack 

standing since the harm they alleged their members would 

suffer is too speculative. 

  

The General Assembly enacted the photo ID requirement 

earlier this year as part of larger legislation, House Bill 1878, 

which many critics claim includes additional restrictions on 

voting access. A second lawsuit brought by the League of 

Women Voters and the NAACP challenging other aspects of 

the bill remains pending before Beetem. 

  

That lawsuit alleges those provisions of the bill violate free 

speech rights by placing tight restrictions on voter 

registration drives and banning people from encouraging 

others to cast an absentee ballot. 

  

  

STATE STILL STRUGGLING TO FILL JOBS 

  

Roughly 14% of authorized state government jobs remained 

vacant this summer as Missouri struggled to hire workers in a 

tight labor market while often offering lower wages than 

prospective employees can earn elsewhere. 

  



Governor Mike Parson has pledged to increase state 

worker pay, but whether it will be enough to compete – 

and if the state can afford to do so after enacting a major 

income tax cut – remains to be seen. 

  

As of July 15, state agencies had more than 7,500 job openings 

out of an authorized workforce of 53,903 fulltime employees, 

the St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported on Oct. 6. The high 

number of vacancies came even though two across-the-board 

pay increases took effect earlier this year – a 2% bump in 

January and another 5.5% hike in March. 

  

The legislature also authorized a $15-an-hour minimum 

wage for state government jobs as part of an effort to stem 

the growing exodus of state workers. 

  

Missouri has long ranked near the bottom of the 50 states in 

average pay for state government employees, a situation the 

executive and legislative branches of state government have 

too often ignored. And due to the current high rate of inflation, 

even the pay bumps granted this year may fail to keep up with 

rising costs. 

  

In response to questioning at an Oct. 5 news conference at 

which he signed legislation into law slashing Missouri’s 

individual income tax rate from the current 5.3% to 4.5% over 

several years if revenue growth benchmarks are met, Parson 

said he plans to propose further pay increases in order to better 

compete with the private sector for workers, the Post-Dispatch 

reported. He did not offer specifics about his pay plan. 

  

  



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION ON THE BALLOT 

  

Missouri voters on Nov. 8 will decide whether to approve 

having a convention to overhaul or replace the 77-year-old 

state constitution. 

  

The question automatically appears on the general election 

ballot every 20 years and simply asks: “Shall there be a 

convention to revise and amend the Constitution?” 

  

Missouri voters strongly rejected having a constitutional 

convention the last three times the question was on the 

ballot, most recently in 2002 when just 34.5% voted in 

favor. The question also failed in 1962 with 36.3% in 

support, and in 1982 when only 30.5% voted in favor. 

  

As is the case this year, there were no organized campaigns for 

or against it in those prior elections. 

  

If voters approve the convention question this time, delegate 

elections would be held early next year. There would be 83 

delegates in all, with 68 delegates – two from each of 

Missouri’s 34 state senate districts – elected by voters in those 

districts.  

  

Each political party could nominate only one candidate, and 

the highest two vote getters would be elected.  This would 

likely result in 34 Democrats and 34 Republicans being elected 

unless minor party candidates place among the top two in any 

districts. 

  

The remaining 15 delegates would be elected statewide by 



voters, creating the possibility – and perhaps probability – that 

a single political party could sweep those positions and 

dominate the convention by endorsing and campaigning for a 

slate of candidates even though candidates would not have 

their party affiliation on the ballot.  In today’s political climate 

in Missouri that would most likely be the Republican Party. 

  

The convention would operate independently of the Missouri 

General Assembly and would even have the power to 

appropriate money to pay for its expenses without legislative 

approval. Delegates could choose to propose an entirely new 

constitution or simply offer amendments to the existing one, 

just as the legislature and citizen groups through the initiative 

petition process regularly do. 

  

There is no timetable for how long a convention could last, but 

no vote could be held on a new constitution or proposed 

amendments until after the convention adjourns. The 

convention would set a special election to take place no sooner 

than 60 days and not later than six months after final 

adjournment. 

  

Voter ratification of a new constitution or individual 

amendments would require simple majority support. 

  

Missouri voters last approved calling a convention in 1942 

with 57.9 percent in support following a bipartisan 

campaign by business, political and academic leaders 

stressing the need to replace the Reconstruction-era state 

constitution enacted in 1875. The resulting convention 

lasted a little over a year and produced Missouri’s current 

constitution, which took effect shortly after voters ratified 



it with 62.7% support in February 1945. 

  

Voters with 55.4% support also approved calling a 

constitutional convention in 1920. After proceedings spanning 

18 months, that convention failed to agree on a total 

constitutional rewrite and instead referred 21 individual 

amendments to voters who ratified just six of them. 

  

Of the four state constitutions Missouri has had since the 

first one was ratified in 1820, the current Constitution has 

been in use the longest, and voters have amended it 131 

times. 

  

Another four proposed amendments will appear on the 

November ballot. 

  

  

PARSON WON’T ISSUE BLANKET PARDONS 

  

Shortly after President Joe Biden issued a blanket pardon on 

Oct. 6 to all those convicted of simple possession of marijuana 

under federal law and encouraged governors to do the same 

with state-level offenses, Gov. Mike Parson indicated he won’t 

follow suit. 

  

“Governor Parson has used his state constitutional authority to 

grant pardons to individuals who demonstrate a changed 

lifestyle, commitment to rehabilitation, contrition and 

contribution to their communities rather than as a blanket 

approach to undermine existing law,” the governor’s 

spokeswoman said in a statement, according to the Missouri 

Independent. 



  

Missouri voters will have the final say on whether the criminal 

records of low-level marijuana offenders can be cleared when 

Amendment 3 to legalize and regulate recreational marijuana 

use by adults age 21 and older appears on the Nov. 8 statewide 

ballot. 

  

The measure provides for persons convicted of certain non-

violent marijuana related offenses to have their records 

expunged and to allow such persons to petition for release 

from incarceration and from parole and probation.  
  

 

  

 

  

  
  

  

  



  

  



  

  

  



  

  



  



  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  



 



  

 

  



  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  



  

 



  

  

  



 

 

 

 

South KC Food Pantries 

 

South Kansas City is fortunate to have several food pantries to help 

less-fortunate residents have enough healthy food to eat.  These 

include: 

 

Community Assistance Council, 10901 Blue Ridge Blvd. on the 

north end of the Ruskin High School campus, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  Persons should call 

816-763-3277, ext. 100, or email info@cackc.org for appointments or 

questions. 

 

Red Bridge Area Food Pantry, 100 W. Red Bridge Rd. in the First Baptist Church of Kansas 

City, from 10 a.m. to noon on the third Saturday each month.  Persons must call 816-908-7800 for 

appointments by the prior Wednesday. 

 

Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-truck that serves as its mobile food 

pantry to seven sites in south Kansas City monthly to distribute fresh produce and other healthy 

food to families in need.  The sites are: 

 

Center School District, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. as long as food is left on the 

first Saturday of the month.  Persons should drive through the bus parking lot to the district 

warehouse.  The event is sponsored by Three Trails Community church in partnership with the 

Center School District.  

 

Center District Warehouse,  8701 Holmes Rd., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. the second Friday of 

each month. Persons should go to the entrance to the Center Administrative Office and drive 

through the bus parking lot to the warehouse where volunteers will load the food. Persons should 

take the Troost Ave exit. The event is sponsored by the Center Education Foundation in 

partnership with the Center School District. 

 

Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second Saturday of the month.  Persons 

may remain in their vehicles, and food will be brought to them. 

 

mailto:info@cackc.org


United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th Terr., with vehicles lining up at 8:30 a.m. 

and contactless food distribution running from 9  to 11 a.m. the third Wednesday of the month.  

 

Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. the third Thursday of the 

month.  Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the east side of the school, and staff and 

students will load the food when vehicles reach the school.   

 

Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration beginning at 8 a.m. and food 

distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the third Saturday of the month.  Families are 

asked to bring two cardboard boxes for volunteers to put the food in. 

 

Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 E. 117th St., from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the fourth 

Friday of the month in the church parking lot. 
  

  

  

  

 



 

 

  
 

State Representative Mark A. Sharp 

Missouri House of Representatives 

Room 102-BA 

201 W Capitol Ave 

Jefferson City, Mo 65101 

Phone  

573-751-9469 

Email 

mark.sharp@house.mo.gov 

Please don't hesitate to contact me 

with any feedback, questions or ideas! 
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