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SENATE PASSES ITS VERSION OF BUDGET

 
The Senate on April 26 voted for a $49.92 billion state
operating budget for the 2024 fiscal year that includes
$4.4 billion more in spending authority than previously
approved by the House of Representatives.
 
The two chambers must now hammer out a final
budget by a constitutional deadline of 6 p.m. on May
5.
 
However, those negotiations had yet to begin by the



time lawmakers adjourned last week. When they
return to the Capitol today, just a few days will
remain for negotiators to work out the substantial
differences between the two versions and bring the
various appropriations bills that make up the budget
to final votes in both chambers.
 
If lawmakers miss the deadline, the budget process must
start over in a special legislative session. The new fiscal
year begins July 1.
 
A $2.8 billion plan to widen the entire length of
Interstate 70 across Missouri that the Senate added to
the operating budget accounts for much of the cost
difference between the two plans.
 
Although the House omitted I-70 funding from the
operating budget, it did authorize a more limited $859
million plan to improve portions of the highway in a
separate appropriations bill for capital improvement
projects.
 
The Senate version also includes $461 million to
increase pay for home care workers who provide
services to elderly or disabled Missourians in an
effort to reverse a worsening shortage of workers in
the field.



 
In addition, the Senate restored $78 million to expand
pre-school options throughout the state - funding
requested by the governor but stricken by the House.
 
Even with the extra spending, the Senate plan still leaves
$2.5 billion from an unprecedented revenue surplus due
in part to large increases in federal funding sitting
untouched in the state treasury.
 
As happened in the House, Senate debate focused on
whether to include language in the appropriations
bills to prohibit “diversity, equity and inclusion”
programs in Missouri.
 
Such efforts are increasing in both government and the
private sector as a means of fostering stronger ties with
historically marginalized groups and attracting and
retaining workers.
 
Although the House inserted anti-DEI language in the
bills, a Senate committee stripped it out. Hardline-
conservatives attempted to restore the language on
the Senate floor but following hours of debate were
unsuccessful.
 
 



RESTORING PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY REJECTED

 
The House of Representatives on April 24 rejected
legislation that sought to reinstate Missouri’s presidential
preference primary in time for the 2024 elections.
 
State lawmakers eliminated the primary last year as part
of an omnibus elections bill.
 
Although House Bill 267 would have restored the
presidential primary, it also would have shifted it to
the municipal election day in April instead of its
previous date in early March.
 
Opponents of the switch said delaying the primary a
month would greatly reduce the state’s influence on
the presidential nominating process and
unnecessarily politicize the nonpartisan contests for
school board and city government offices that
typically are the focus of April elections.
 
The bill failed on a vote of 65-56, with 31 lawmakers
voting present. I voted no.  A minimum of 82 yes votes
was required to advance it to the Senate.
 
The measure’s failure means Missouri remains on
track to hold presidential caucuses next year for



allocating the state’s delegates to the Democratic and
Republican national conventions at which the parties’
presidential nominees will be formally selected.
 
Under the caucus system, party loyalists gathering at
local meetings throughout the state decide which
candidates to support. With a primary, all registered
voters get to participate. Before switching to the primary
system for the 2000 presidential election, Missouri
historically had been a caucus state.
 
 

AMENDING CONSTITUTION MAY GET HARDER

 
The Senate on April 27 voted 24-10 along straight party
lines for a proposed constitutional amendment intended
to make it harder to amend the Missouri Constitution.
 
The measure, which Republicans supported and
Democrats opposed, returns to the House of
Representatives which approved a substantially different
version of it in February.
 
As originally passed by the lower chamber, House Joint
Resolution 43 sought to raise the threshold for voter
ratification of constitutional amendments from the
simple majority that has been required since the 1800s to



a 60% supermajority.
 
The Senate version of HJR 43 would create a two-
tiered system under which an amendment could be
ratified by either a 57% statewide supermajority or
by both a simple majority statewide and the approval
of a majority of voters in at least five of Missouri’s
eight congressional districts.
 
The Senate version also would raise the bar for the
General Assembly to put proposed constitutional
amendments on the ballot, requiring a measure to
first be approved by 57% majorities in each chamber
instead of simple majorities.
 
It also would prohibit the legislature from amending
statutory proposals placed on the ballot via imitative
petition within five years of passage unless 57% of
lawmakers in each chamber support doing so.
 
The House can either grant final passage to the Senate
version or seek to negotiate a compromise. If HJR 43
clears the legislature, it automatically will go on the
November 2024 statewide ballot unless the governor
exercises his constitutional authority to set an earlier
election date. Ratification would require just a simple
majority.



 
 

 

 

Recently we had the annual "Buy Missouri Market"

at the Missouri Capitol and I had the pleasure to

meet Walter Lester who was doing a food

presentation to provide those attending the special



flavor of his spices as shown in the picture.  Mr.

Lester is a south Kansas City resident and runs

Spiceman LLC.  Check him out if you get a chance. 
 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 





 
 

South KC Food Pantries



South Kansas City is fortunate to have several food pantries to help
less-fortunate residents have enough healthy food to eat.  These
include:

Community Assistance Council, 10901 Blue Ridge Blvd. on the
north end of the Ruskin High School campus, from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  Persons should call
816-763-3277, ext. 100, or email info@cackc.org for appointments or

questions.

Red Bridge Area Food Pantry, 100 W. Red Bridge Rd. in the First Baptist Church of Kansas

City, from 10 a.m. to noon on the third Saturday each month.  Persons must call 816-908-

7800 for appointments by the prior Wednesday.

Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-truck that serves as its mobile

food pantry to seven sites in south Kansas City monthly to distribute fresh produce and

other healthy food to families in need.  The sites are:

Center School District, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. as long as food is left

on the first Saturday of the month.  Persons should drive through the bus parking lot to the

district warehouse.  The event is sponsored by Three Trails Community church in

partnership with the Center School District. 

Center District Warehouse,  8701 Holmes Rd., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. the second

Friday of each month. Persons should go to the entrance to the Center Administrative

Office and drive through the bus parking lot to the warehouse where volunteers will load

the food. Persons should take the Troost Ave exit. The event is sponsored by the Center

Education Foundation in partnership with the Center School District.

Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second Saturday of the month. 

Persons may remain in their vehicles, and food will be brought to them.

United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th Terr., with vehicles lining up at 8:30

a.m. and contactless food distribution running from 9  to 11 a.m. the third Wednesday of

the month. 

Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 4 to 5:30 p.m. the third Thursday of the

month.  Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the east side of the school, and staff and

students will load the food when vehicles reach the school.  

Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration beginning at 8 a.m. and

mailto:info@cackc.org


food distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the third Saturday of the month. 

Families are asked to bring two cardboard boxes for volunteers to put the food in.

Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 E. 117th St., from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the

fourth Friday of the month in the church parking lot.

Serve and Lift Center – South KC, 8001 Longview Rd., from 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday.  Walk-in, call for an appointment or order online at
https://catholiccharities-kcsj.org/pantry/

 
 

 

State Representative Mark A.
Sharp

Missouri House of Representatives
Room 102-BA

201 W Capitol Ave
Jefferson City, Mo 65101

Phone 
573-751-9469

Email
mark.sharp@house.mo.gov

Please don't hesitate to contact me
with any feedback, questions or

ideas!
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