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INDEPENDENCE TO GO TO 4-DAY SCHOOL WEEK 

  

 

The Independence School District is slated to become the 

largest school district in Missouri to shift to a 4-day school 

week after its school board voted 6-1 on Dec. 13 to make 

the switch starting with the 2023-2024 school year, 

according to The Kansas City Star.  
  

Just a few years ago, only a handful of districts had 

adopted the 4-day schedule. However, more than one-

fourth of Missouri’s 518 districts have now done so. 

  

The 4-day option allows districts to reduce operating 

expenses and provides employees with the flexibility of 

fewer workdays. However, critics contend student 

performance suffers from having fewer – but longer – 
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school days, and that the shorter week creates hardships 

for families who might not be able to obtain or afford 

childcare for the fifth day. 
 

State law has authorized public school districts to adopt a 

4-day school week since 2009 with the Lathrop School 

District in rural Clinton County in northwest Missouri 

becoming the first in 2010. Few districts made the switch 

during the early years, with only 25 having done so as of 

2017. 
 

In just two years, however, that number more than 

doubled to 62 in 2019 and quickly crossed into triple digits 

with 106 4-day districts after the coronavirus pandemic hit 

in 2020. As of August, 141 of Missouri’s 518 public school 

districts – about 27% – had shifted to a 4-day school week, 

according to an Aug. 10 story by KCUR, a public radio 

station in Kansas City.  
 

Up until now, the 4-day schedule primarily has been 

adopted by small, rural districts, with the 3,100-student 

Warren County School District on the western outskirts of 

the St. Louis area believed to be the largest.  
 

The Independence district serves roughly 14,000 students 

and will be the first district in the Kanas City metro area to 

make the change, according to The Star. 
  

APPEALS COURT UPHOLDS JUDGMENT 

  

The Missouri Court of Appeals Eastern District on Dec. 6 

upheld a $39 million judgment against a subsidiary of 



Charter Communications for its failure to pay local taxes 

to numerous Missouri cities plus St. Louis County.  
 

Although the company could still appeal to the state 

Supreme Court, the latest ruling brings the 12-year-old 

case a step closer to conclusion. 
 

The small St. Louis County city of Winchester initiated the 

lawsuit in 2010, claiming Charter had failed to pay the 

city’s business licensing tax since at least 2005, despite 

providing local telephone service to Winchester residents. 

The case was certified as a class-action lawsuit including 

similar claims by 122 other Missouri cities and St. Louis 

County. 
 

Charter argued its “voice over internet protocol,” or VoIP, 

telephone service isn’t a “telecommunications service” 

subject to taxation but an “information service” that isn’t 

taxable under federal law.  
 

After a decade of legal maneuvering, a final judgment by 

the trial court was reached in 2020 when St. Louis County 

Circuit Judge Michael Jamison rejected the company’s 

position and ruled in the favor of the plaintiffs. 
 

Jamison ordered the company to pay plaintiffs more than 

$39 million, an amount that includes back taxes dating 

from July 2005 to the date of his ruling in December 2020, 

along with interest and attorney fees. The three-judge 

appellate panel upheld Jamison’s ruling in all respects.  

The case is Collector of Winchester and City of Winchester 

v. Charter Communications Inc. 



 

  

STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS JAN. 18 

 

 

Gov. Mike Parson plans to deliver the 2023 State of the 

State address before a joint session of the Missouri General 

Assembly on Jan. 18 at 3 p.m.  

 

Parson will also use the occasion to present his proposed 

state operating budget for the 2024 fiscal year, which 

begins July 1. 

 

This will be Parson’s fifth State of the State speech since 

taking office in June 2018.  
 

 

 

  
  

  



  

  

I spoke about my bill to make sometimes deadly 

celebratory and indiscriminate gunfire within or into city 

limits a state offense and other public safety legislation I 

have introduced for consideration during the 2023 session 

of the Missouri General Assembly during a legislative 

forum at the December 12 meeting of the South Kansas 

City Alliance including (from left) Representative Ashley 

Bland Manlove, Representative-Elect Anthony Ealy and 

Representative Jon Patterson, House Majority Floor 

Leader. 
  

  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



 



 



  



  

  

 

 

 

 

South KC Food Pantries 

 

South Kansas City is fortunate to have several food pantries to help 

less-fortunate residents have enough healthy food to eat.  These 

include: 

 
Community Assistance Council, 10901 Blue Ridge Blvd. on the 

north end of the Ruskin High School campus, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 

p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  Persons should call 

816-763-3277, ext. 100, or email info@cackc.org for appointments or 

questions. 

 

Red Bridge Area Food Pantry, 100 W. Red Bridge Rd. in the First Baptist Church of Kansas 

City, from 10 a.m. to noon on the third Saturday each month.  Persons must call 816-908-7800 for 

appointments by the prior Wednesday. 

 

Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-truck that serves as its mobile food 

pantry to seven sites in south Kansas City monthly to distribute fresh produce and other healthy 

food to families in need.  The sites are: 

 

Center School District, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. as long as food is left on the 

first Saturday of the month.  Persons should drive through the bus parking lot to the district 

warehouse.  The event is sponsored by Three Trails Community church in partnership with the 

Center School District.  

 

Center District Warehouse,  8701 Holmes Rd., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. the second Friday of 

each month. Persons should go to the entrance to the Center Administrative Office and drive 

through the bus parking lot to the warehouse where volunteers will load the food. Persons should 

take the Troost Ave exit. The event is sponsored by the Center Education Foundation in 

partnership with the Center School District. 
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Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second Saturday of the month.  Persons 

may remain in their vehicles, and food will be brought to them. 

 

United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th Terr., with vehicles lining up at 8:30 a.m. 

and contactless food distribution running from 9  to 11 a.m. the third Wednesday of the month.  

 

Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. the third Thursday of the 

month.  Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the east side of the school, and staff and 

students will load the food when vehicles reach the school.   

 

Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration beginning at 8 a.m. and food 

distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the third Saturday of the month.  Families are 

asked to bring two cardboard boxes for volunteers to put the food in. 

 

Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 E. 117th St., from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the fourth 

Friday of the month in the church parking lot. 
  

  

  

  

 



 

 

  
 

State Representative Mark A. Sharp 

Missouri House of Representatives 

Room 102-BA 

201 W Capitol Ave 

Jefferson City, Mo 65101 

Phone  

573-751-9469 

Email 

mark.sharp@house.mo.gov 

Please don't hesitate to contact me 

with any feedback, questions or ideas! 
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