
 

Dear Neighbor, 

With just four weeks remaining there is not much time
left in the 2023 Regular Legislative Session to pass
critical legislation for the state of Missouri. 

The good news is that there are some important

bills that are moving closer to crossing the finish

line including legislation that I have filed to

establish Blair's Law to make the unlawful

discharge of a firearm with criminal negligence

within or into city limits a serious state offense. 

This legislation is named for Blair Shanahan Lane

who was struck and killed by celebratory gunfire in

2011 on the 4th of July holiday. 

For those that want to follow the progress of Blair's Law,
please follow these bills:



House Bill 109, House Bill 301, House Bill
1108, Senate Bill 189 and Senate Bill 343. 

Blair's Law has been added to three other major public
safety bills to ensure it has the best chance of passing
this session. 

Another important piece of legislation that I've filed

this year will allow the Board of Police

Commissioners for the Kansas City Police

Department to update non-competitive pay scales

for all ranks of officers.  There are two versions of

this bill, one introduced in the Missouri House and

the other introduced in the Missouri Senate.  

For those who want to follow this important legislation,
follow these bills:
House Bill 640 and Senate Bill 119.

Please join me from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 21, at

United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th

Ter., for a community meeting to develop strategies to
reduce recent increases in violent crime committed by
youth in the south Kansas City area.  The event is
sponsored by the Police Department’s Community
Engagement Division and the South Patrol Division.
As Pastor Darron Edwards of the church said, “People
who are impacted by the problem know the best
solutions to the problems they face.”



 

 

 

I explained chances are good this year for passing

Blair’s Law that I sponsored to deter celebratory

and indiscriminate gunfire by making such gunfire

within or into city limits a serious state offense at

last Monday’s South Kansas City Alliance meeting.

 Listening, from left, are Senator Greg Razer who

has sponsored Blair’s Law in the Senate and

Representative Anthony Ealy who has co-

sponsored my bill.  Blair’s Law is named after 11-

year-old Blair Shanahan Lane who was killed here

during the July 4th holiday in 2011 as the result of

being hit by celebratory gunfire while she was

playing outside.

 







 

WEEKLY CAPITOL UPDATE

Monday, April 17th, 2023
 

HOUSE OKAYS GENDER-AFFIRMING CARE BAN

 
The House of Representatives on April 13 voted 103-52-
1 for legislation to prohibit gender-affirming care for
minors.
 
Only two House Republicans joined unanimous
Democrats in opposing House Bill 419, with another
Republican voting present.
 
However, the Senate’s Republican leader cast doubt on
whether the measure can clear the upper chamber and
urged the House to grant final passage to Senate Bill 49,
the slightly less onerous version senators approved last
month.
 
House Bill 419 would ban gender-affirming surgery
for minors, which currently only happens in rare
situations, and also outlaw the use of puberty-
blocking drugs and hormone therapy for
transitioning minors.
 
Senate Bill 49 is similar but would allow those who



have already starting transitioning to continue
treatments. In addition, the Senate version’s ban on
puberty-blockers and hormone therapy would expire
in 2027 unless renewed by lawmakers.
 
During a news conference shortly after the House vote,
Senate President Pro Tem Caleb Rowden, R-Columbia,
noted the Senate was able to pass its bill only after
reaching a compromise with some Democrats following
a days-long filibuster. Rowden said he was unsure the
House version could win final Senate passage.
 
“We don’t get second chances on huge, huge issues like
that very often,” Rowden said, according to the Missouri
Independent.
 
Also on April 13, the House General Laws Committee
voted to advance SB 49, as well as Senate Bill 39,
which would prohibit transgender athletes from
competing on sports teams that correspond with their
gender identity. The sports participation ban would
apply not only to K-12 athletics but also college
sports, likely putting Missouri colleges and
universities out of compliance with NCAA rules
relating to transgender athletes.
 
During their own news conference, House Republican
leaders were noncommittal on when or if the full House
would take up the Senate bills for debate.



 
The House on April 11 voted 107-41 to grant preliminary
approval to its version of the transgender sports ban but
hasn’t yet taken the second vote that’s required to
advance it to the Senate.
 

HOUSE EXPANDS WHERE GUNS CAN BE

CARRIED

 
The House of Representatives on an April 13 voice vote
granted first-round approval to Republican-sponsored
legislation that would allow concealed weapon permit
holders to carry firearms on public transit and in
churches.
 
It currently is against the law to carry concealed guns
on buses or other public transit, or in churches
without the pastor’s permission. House Bill 282 would
legalize both practices for concealed carry permit
holders.
 
A second, recorded vote is necessary to advance HB 282
to the Senate.
 
 

4-DAY SCHOOL WEEKS MAY BE LIMITED

 
The Senate on April 13 passed legislation that would
prohibit many public school districts from switching to



4-day school weeks unless local voters approve the
move.
 
Senators added the provision to a larger bill that now
advances to the House of Representatives.
 
Lawmakers first authorized local school boards to
switch to a 4-day schedule a little more than a decade
ago.
 
Initially there were few takers, but in recent years the
idea has gained in popularity as a way for cash-strapped
districts to save money on student transportation and
building operations, even though the impact on student
academic performance has been a concern.
 
More than a quarter of the state’s 518 school districts
have since made the switch. Although small rural
districts make up the bulk of those with 4-day
schedules, some larger suburban districts are now
considering the change.
 
Under current law, any local school board can vote to
adopt a 4-day school week.
 
Senate Bill 411 would require school districts located
in whole or in part in a charter county or in cities
with populations greater than 30,000 residents to get
voter approval to make the switch. Missouri currently



has five charter counties – Clay, Jackson, Jefferson,
St. Charles and St. Louis.
 
Districts in less populous areas could still opt for a 4-day
week without going to voters.
 
 

HOUSE VOTES FOR ANOTHER FEE HIKE

 
The House of Representatives on April 12 gave
preliminary approval to legislation imposing a 50%
increase on the fees the private contractors that run the
state’s license offices can charge Missourians for
obtaining or renewing their driver’s licenses or license
plates. The proposed hike comes just four years after
lawmakers approved legislation doubling the fees.
 
The office operators charge the fees to pay for their
operating expenses and earn a profit. House Bill 424
would increase the fees for two-year license plates or
a six-year driver’s license from $12 to $18.
 
These fees are in addition to the actual charge for the
plates or license which goes to the state and would not
increase under HB 424.
 
In 2019, lawmakers doubled the fees from $6 to $12,
providing what had been the first increase in more
than two decades.



 
Supporters of the latest fee hike say it’s necessary due to
the inflationary pressures that recently have increased the
contractors’ operational expenses. Opponents say it’s too
soon to impose another large fee hike on Missouri
motorists.
 
A second vote is needed to advance the bill to the Senate.

 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 





 

 

South KC Food Pantries

South Kansas City is fortunate to have several food pantries to help
less-fortunate residents have enough healthy food to eat.  These



include:

Community Assistance Council, 10901 Blue Ridge Blvd. on the
north end of the Ruskin High School campus, from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  Persons should call
816-763-3277, ext. 100, or email info@cackc.org for appointments or

questions.

Red Bridge Area Food Pantry, 100 W. Red Bridge Rd. in the First Baptist Church of Kansas

City, from 10 a.m. to noon on the third Saturday each month.  Persons must call 816-908-

7800 for appointments by the prior Wednesday.

Harvesters (the community food network) brings the semi-truck that serves as its mobile

food pantry to seven sites in south Kansas City monthly to distribute fresh produce and

other healthy food to families in need.  The sites are:

Center School District, 8701 Holmes Rd., from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. as long as food is left

on the first Saturday of the month.  Persons should drive through the bus parking lot to the

district warehouse.  The event is sponsored by Three Trails Community church in

partnership with the Center School District. 

Center District Warehouse,  8701 Holmes Rd., from 10 a.m. until food runs out the second

Friday of each month. Persons should go to the entrance to the Center Administrative

Office and drive through the bus parking lot to the warehouse where volunteers will load

the food. Persons should take the Troost Ave exit. The event is sponsored by the Center

Education Foundation in partnership with the Center School District.

Evangel Church, 1414 E. 103rd St., from 7 to 8:30 a.m. the second Saturday of the month. 

Persons may remain in their vehicles, and food will be brought to them.

United Believers Community Church, 5600 E. 112th Terr., with vehicles lining up at 8:30

a.m. and contactless food distribution running from 9  to 11 a.m. the third Wednesday of

the month. 

Ruskin High School, 7000 E. 111th St., from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. the third Thursday of the

month.  Vehicles should line up on Ruskin Way on the east side of the school, and staff and

students will load the food when vehicles reach the school.  

Colonial Presbyterian Church, 9500 Wornall Rd., with registration beginning at 8 a.m. and

food distribution running from about 8:30 to 10 a.m. on the third Saturday of the month. 

Families are asked to bring two cardboard boxes for volunteers to put the food in.

Red Bridge United Methodist Church, 636 E. 117th St., from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the

fourth Friday of the month in the church parking lot.

mailto:info@cackc.org


Serve and Lift Center – South KC, 8001 Longview Rd., from 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday.  Walk-in, call for an appointment or order online at
https://catholiccharities-kcsj.org/pantry/

 

 

 

State Representative Mark A.
Sharp

Missouri House of Representatives
Room 102-BA

201 W Capitol Ave
Jefferson City, Mo 65101

Phone 
573-751-9469

Email
mark.sharp@house.mo.gov

Please don't hesitate to contact me
with any feedback, questions or

ideas!

 

https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=d18d223910&e=a249ae3ec5
https://house.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2924403a5e860748acbcee01d&id=49d941f7e2&e=a249ae3ec5
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