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It is an honor and privilege to serve the 26th District in the Missouri House of 

Representatives.  I've enjoyed getting to know so many people in our 

community, and I hope this e-mail newsletter allows me to hear from more of 

my constituents.  Please forward this e-mail to your friends and family in the 

26th District who want to know how what happens in the legislature affects all 

our lives. 

  

  

  

  



 



  



 



  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 



 

  

 

  

 

Jackson County has established a 

Food Program, as part of the 

CARES Act helping agencies 

serving the homeless or similar 

food programs. DEADLINE to 

apply is   October 11, 2020. If you 

are interested please go 

to www.jacksongov.orgto apply.  
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CAPITOL UPDATE 

 

  

  

  

JUDGE ORDERS STATE TO SELL PART OF DISPUTED PARK 

  

An Oregon County judge on Sept. 29 ordered the Missouri Department of Natural Resources 

to sell 625 acres of the 4,197-acre Eleven Point State Park, ruling the land in question is 

subject to a restrictive federal easement that prohibits its public use. 

  

DNR acquired the larger parcel for the new state park during Democratic former Gov. Jay 

Nixon’s administration using proceeds from a settlement over lead mining elsewhere in the 

state. In the years following the purchase, some Republican lawmakers from the region along 

the Arkansas border have unsuccessfully tried to force the state to sell the entire property. 

  

The plaintiffs in the court case are nearby landowners who contend DNR can’t develop a 

public park on the lands covered by the federal easement, which is intended to preserve the 

wild nature of the area along the Eleven Point River. The case was filed in 2017 but didn’t go 

to trial until August. 

  

During the trial, the department argued that using the land as a park doesn’t conflict with the 

easement and that in the event a conflict did arise, a modification to the easement could be 

sought. However, Osage County Circuit Judge Steven Privette, a Republican, disagreed and 

sided with the plaintiffs. 

  

“As presented to the court at trial, DNR has acquired as a state park lands which cannot under 

any reasonable interpretation be used by the public as a park,” Privette wrote. “As such, its 

actions are arbitrary and capricious.” 

  

Several groups that advocate for the state parks system, including the Missouri Coaltion for 



the Environment, the Missouri Parks Association, the Conservation Federation of Missouri 

and the state chapter of the Sierra Club have urged Attorney General Eric Schmitt, a 

Republican, to appeal Privette’s ruling, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported on Sept. 30. The 

case is Van McGibney v. Missouri Department of Natural Resources. 

  

PARSONS RECONSIDERS FESTIVAL 

DUE TO COVID CONCERNS 

  

After initially planning to still hold their annual public fall festival despite testing positive for 

COVID-19, Gov. Mike Parson and First Lady Teresa Parson reversed course on Sept. 29 and 

postponed the event, which was scheduled to take place Oct. 3 at the Governor’s Mansion. 

  

  

The Parsons tested positive on Sept. 23. According to news releases updating their status, the 

governor has experienced no symptoms, while the first lady initially suffered only mild 

symptoms but now has none. Teresa Parson returned to the family’s home in Bolivar to 

recover while the governor remained in isolation in Jefferson City. 

  

Two days later, Teresa Parson posted on Twitter that the 3rd Annual Parson Fall Family 

Festival on the mansion grounds would proceed since both she and the governor were 

expected to be out of isolation by then. The post said masks would be offered and social 

distancing encouraged but didn’t say that either would be required. Responses to the post 

were largely critical of the decision. 

  

The governor said in a Sept. 29 news release that the postponing the festival “is the best 

decision at this time.” It is tentatively scheduled to be held Oct. 31 to coincide with 

Halloween activities at the mansion. 

  

MOSTLY UNELECTED INCUMBENTS RUNNING STATEWIDE 

  

In 2016, not a single incumbent sought re-election to one of the five statewide executive 

branch offices on the ballot that year, marking the first time that had occurred since 1992. 

This year, incumbents are running in all five, but only one actually won election to his current 

post in 2016. 

  

The incumbent at the top of the ticket is Republican Gov. Mike Parson, who is being 



challenged by Democratic State Auditor Nicole Galloway. Parson was elected lieutenant 

governor in 2016 but moved up to the top job when his predecessor resigned in 2018. 

  

Parson later appointed Republican Mike Kehoe to replace him as lieutenant governor. Former 

Kansas City Councilwoman Alissa Canady is the Democrat seeking the post. 

  

After Republican Josh Hawley won election to the U.S. Senate in November 2018 and 

vacated the office of attorney general, Parson appointed State Treasurer Eric Schmitt as 

Hawley’s replacement. The Democratic candidate for attorney general is former federal 

prosecutor Rich Finnegan. 

  

Following Schmitt’s job shift, Parson appointed Republican Scott Fitzpatrick as state 

treasurer. Vicki Englund, a former state representative, is the Democratic candidate running 

against him. 

  

Among the 2016 statewide winners, only Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft, a Republican, 

remains in the same post. Attorney and West Point military academy graduate Yinka Faleti is 

the Democratic nominee. 

  

Missouri’s sixth statewide elected executive branch office – state auditor – appears on the 

ballot in non-gubernatorial years, as has been since the case since 1950 when it was 

constitutionally separated from the other five for election purposes. If Galloway is elected 

governor, she would appoint her replacement as state auditor. 

  

 

  

  



  

  

Representative Ashley Bland Manlove 

Missouri State Capitol - Room 101-I 

Jefferson City, MO 

573.751.2124 

ashley.blandmanlove@house.mo.gov 
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