Welcome February 2021

It is an honor and privilege to serve the 26th District in the Missouri House of
Representatives. I've enjoyed getting to know so many people in our
community, and | hope this e-mail newsletter allows me to hear from more of
my constituents. Please forward this e-mail to your friends and family in the
26th District who want to know how what happens in the legislature affects all
our lives.



Black History Month is an entire month devoted to putting a spotlight on African Americans who have made
contributions to our country. Originally, it was seen as a way of teaching students and young people about the
contributions of Black and African Americans in school, as they had (and still have) been often forgotten or
left out of the narrative of the growth of America. Now, it is seen as a celebration of those who've impacted not
just the country, but the world with their activism and achievements.

Here's what you should know about the tradition that started more than a century ago.

In 1915, Harvard historian Carter G. Woodson and minister Jesse E. Moorland founded what is today known
as the Association for the Study of African American Life and History in order to bring awareness to the
African American people who had made contributions to society, but had been forgotten or left out of the
narrative.

In 1926, the men were looking for a way to make those previously unsung contributions of African Americans
known to the public. And so began Negro History Week. Before Black History month was an entire month
long, it was only celebrated for one week in February. It wasn't until the 1960s that colleges and universities
began to expand the recognition of African American history to the full month of February.

It was made a national holiday in 1976, when President Gerald Ford recognized Black History Month, and it
became the month-long celebration that we know today.

Now, the holiday has evolved, with organizations like Black Lives Matter looking towards the future of Black
Americans and celebrating Black Future Month in conjunction with Black History Month.



The fight for Black History month was not so much a fight as it was a movement. Led by Woodson, the son of
former slaves and second American American to earn a doctorate from Harvard, the movement began as one
week and quickly spread throughout university and schools until it became an entire month. Woodson
established the Journal of Negro History in 1916 and the Negro History Bulletin in 1937 as a means of giving
Black scholars a place to publish their research and findings.

The month of February was chosen to coincide with the birthdays of two men in particular, Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass. Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, and Douglass, whose true date of birth is
unknown, celebrated his birthday on February 14. Both men were widely celebrated by the black communities
at the start of Negro History Week in 1926. According to the Association for the Study of African American
Life and History, "Woodson built Negro History Week around traditional days of commemorating the black
past. He was asking the public to extend their study of black history, not to create a new tradition. In doing so,

he increased his chances for success."

Every year, a theme is chosen by the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, and this
year the theme is The Black Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity and will explore the African
diaspora. "The family offers a rich tapestry of images for exploring the African American past and present,"
the ASALH writes on their website.

https://people.com/human-interest/black-history-month-facts-and-history-what-to-know/
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Need food and hygiene items, emergency rent or utilities assistance, diapers or
pull-ups, help with medicines and medical devices?
CAC may be able to help. Click HERE for more information.

« Harvesters Community Food Network. Click HERE to find service
in your area

.  Community Action Agency of Greater Kansas City

. Spire - Natural Gas Assistance

. Emergency Rent Assistance
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KANSAS CITY'S NEW EMERGENCY
RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

JOB OPPORTUNITIES



Full Employment Council - Kansas City

KCTVS5 - Job Connection

Ford - Claycomo

Truman Medical Center

Kansas City Research Hospital

COVID RESOURCES

Access to resources for COVID 19 assistance can be found
by clicking below.

COVID Resources

Please click TEST SITES for testing Updated vaccine information can be
locations. found HERE
Pre-Registration is strongly

encouraged.

We have implemented a COVID-19
In addition, those who Vaccine Waitlist for those who meet the
are symptomatic are encouraged to Missouri resident criteria for Phase 1A,
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call 404-CARE, option 2, to schedule Phase 1B-Tier 1, and Phase 1B-Tier 2.
a test at one of our two hospital More information is
locations. at https://www.trumed.org/forms/covid-
19-vaccine-wait-list/
Individuals also may call 404-CARE to
talk to a scheduler.

Many of you have reached out about COVID vaccine availability. The state
has changed how they are allocating doses to help get more vaccines out to
the tiers that are eligible.

Right now they are only vaccinating Phase 1A, Phase 1B - Tier 1, Phase 1B -
Tier 2. You can view the tier levels here. The state has an estimated 2 million
Missourians left to offer the vaccine to before they move on to the next tier.
Dr. Williams, the Director of the Department of Health and Senior Services,
said in a hearing this afternoon he believes Phase 1B - Tier 3 will begin
"later in the spring" with no date but the sooner we get through more of the
current tiers, the sooner we will move on.

Please be patient, continue to keep distance from others, wear your masks,
and wash your hands. | also recommend you reach out to your primary
care provider and let them know you want the vaccine.

You can also learn more at https://covidvaccine.mo.gov/.
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2021 Legislation filed to date.

You may also visit www.house.mo.gov to view all legislation filed by Rep.Bland

Manlove
*Click links in far-right corner of page to view bill and bill summary. If you have any
guestions please do not hesitate to contact us*
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HB 280 - (0333H.011)

Prohibits law enforcement officers from using chokeholds, carotid restraints,
and vascular immobility

HB 281 - (0698H.02l)

Modifies age requirements relating to the certification of juveniles for trial as
adults

HB 282 - (0733H.011)

Prohibits certain discriminatory practices on the basis of hair texture and
protective hairstyles

HB 283 - (0724H.01l)

Expands the health professional student loan repayment program to also
include mental health professionals

HB 284 - (0813H.02I)

Requires school districts to offer an American civics course beginning with
grade 6

HB 285 - (0878H.01l)

Requires the Secretary of State to provide all printed materials in Spanish,
upon request

HB 286 - (0343H.01l)

Allows a civil action for summoning a police officer

HB 287 - (0331H.01l)

Requires the appointment of a special prosecutor for investigations of officer-
involved deaths or shootings

HB 797 - (1721H.01l)

Prohibits the sale or distribution of novelty lighters

HB 798 - (1726H.011)

Prohibits text messaging while driving for all drivers

HB 799 - (1710H.011)

Modifies regulations relating to the carrying-out of wine and wine-based
products from certain places

HB 800 - (1709H.01l)

Establishes the National Popular Vote Act

HB 801 - (1711H.01l)

Creates provisions for automatic voter registration

HB 933 - (0771H.01l)

Creates an absentee ballot tracking system

HB 934 - (0801H.01l)

Modifies provisions relating to a private person's use of force in making an
arrest

HB935 - (1711H.011)
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Creates provisions for automatic voter registration

Representative Ashley Bland Manlove
Missouri State Capitol - Room 101-1
Jefferson City, MO
573.751.2124
ashley.blandmanlove@house.mo.gov
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