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OFFICIAL ballot
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI SPECIAL ELECTION

TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 2017

QUESTION NO. 1          No
Shall the City of Kansas City, Missouri issue its general obligation bonds in an amount not 
to exceed $600,000,000.00 for the purpose of paying for the construction and recon-
struction of streets, bridges, and sidewalks? The authorization of the bonds will authorize 
the City to maintain tangible property tax rates sufficient to pay the interest and principal 
on the bonds until fully paid.

QUESTION NO. 2          No
Shall the City of Kansas City, Missouri issue its general obligation bonds in an amount not 
to exceed $150,000,000.00 for the purpose of paying for the acquisition, construction, 
equipping and reconstruction of flood control projects including, but not limited to, proj-
ects partially funded with Federal grants? The authorization of the bonds will authorize 
the City to maintain tangible property tax rates sufficient to pay the interest and principal 
on the bonds until fully paid.

QUESTION NO. 3          No
Shall the City of Kansas City, Missouri issue its general obligation bonds in an amount 
not to exceed $50,000,000.00 for the purpose of paying for the acquisition, construc-
tion, equipping and improving of public buildings, facilities, and structures including, but 
not limited to, the Animal Shelter and for Americans with Disabilities Act improvements 
to public buildings and structures? The authorization of the bonds will authorize the City 
to maintain tangible property tax rates sufficient to pay the interest and principal on the 
bonds until fully paid.

 QUESTION NO. 4         YES
Central City Economic 

Development Sales Tax – ONE CITY
Shall the City of Kansas City impose a sales tax authorized by Section 
67.1305 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri for a period of 10 years at a 
rate of 1/8% to be used for funding economic development projects within 
the area bounded by 9th Street on the north; Gregory Boulevard on the 
south; The Paseo on the west; and Indiana Avenue on the east, which may 
include the retirement of debt under previously authorized bonded indebt-
edness or to repay bonds not yet issued?

 QUESTION NO. 5         YES
Reduction of Penalties for 
Possession or Control of 

Marijuana and Paraphernalia
Shall the City of Kansas City limit the authorized punishment that can be 
imposed in the Municipal Court for the possession or control of 35 grams 
or less of marijuana to a maximum $25 fine, eliminate jail as a potential 
punishment for the possession or control of marijuana, and remove mari-
juana from the prohibition against drug paraphernalia?

Official voters guide
Kansas city, Missouri

Special election

Yes on question 4   H  Tuesday, April 4, 2017
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Economic Development
ONE CITY funds will be used for but not limited to the development of 
restaurants, shops, public plaza areas, and light industrial and 
manufacturing infrastructure.

Neighborhood Renewal
ONE CITY funds will be used to renovate or demolish the 15,000 
abandoned houses in the Kansas City area and build new vibrant 
neighborhoods. 

Crime Reduction
“...unkempt neighborhoods are a breeding ground for crime, and 
statistics show that.” –KCPD Chief Darryl Forté (KC Star, 2/16/17)
ONE CITY funds will help revitalize these neighborhoods.

Historic Preservation
ONE CITY funds can be used for the restoration of historic sites such as 
the Sarah Rector Mansion and Castle/Workhouse. Funds can also 
go to the creation and display of public art and cultural events.

Job Creation
Economic development creates good-paying jobs and in turn 
positively addresses problems in the community including high crime 
rates and dangerous run-down neighborhoods.   

Yes on question 4  H  vote April 4 Yes on question 5  H  vote April 4
Central City Economic Development 

Initiative — ONE CITY
Decriminalize Low-Level Marijuana 

Possession Offenses

•	Reduce Arrests and Fines which often lead to loss of 
employment and other long-term negative consequences.

•	Increase Police Officer Efficiency
	O fficers will be able to free up limited time and resources to focus on violent crimes.

•	End Mass Incarceration Non-violent offenders can be 
adequately punished by other means: sentencers have a wide range of options.

Benefits of the one City  initiative

STOP:   $800 Million in New Bond Taxes for 20 Years
STOP:  Skyrocketing Property Taxes
STOP:  Uncontrolled Government Spending

1-2-3                 GO BondsSTOP

Short-term, 10-year, 1/8-cent sales tax
that will raise about $8.5 million yearly 
to help pay for community and economic 
development in our central city.

WWW.FREEDOMINCORPORATED .ORG

 

No on questions 1-2-3   H  vote April 4

WARNING: There are no official guidelines showing where the GO Bond 
money will be spent. There is NO GUARANTEE all residents will see benefits 
from this massive property tax increase.

Question:  What does the City mean when they say, “...a property tax 
increase of just $8 more on average each year for the typical homeowner?”

Answer:  This GO Bond tax will cost you an 
extra $1,680 in property taxes over the first
20 years — On top of what you already pay!

TAX increase
	 +	$160
	 +	$152
	 +	$144
	 +	$136
	 +	$128
	 +	$120
	 +	$112
	 +	$104
	 +	 $96
	 +	 $88
	 +	 $80
	 +	 $72
	 +	 $64
	 +	 $56
	 +	 $48
	 +	 $40
	 +	 $32
	 +	 $24
	 +	 $16
	 +	 $8

 

Fiscal year 
2036
2035
2034
2033
2032
2031
2030
2029
2028
2027
2026
2025
2024
2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017

Go bonds $8 Property tax 
average increase per year:

Municipal Court initiative that will lower the maximum fine 
to $25 and eliminate jail time for possession offenses of
35 grams (approx. 1 oz.) or less of marijuana.

Kansas City Neighborhood Associations (multiple)
MORE2 (Metro Organization for Racial and 

Economic Equity)
Prospect Business Association

Southern Christian Leadership Conference of 
Greater Kansas City (SCLC-GKC)

Urban League of Greater Kansas City
Urban Summit

AdHoc Group Against Crime
Baptist Ministers Union
Black Brown Coalition

Communities Creating Opportunity (CCO)
Committee to Abolish Poverty

Concerned Clergy Coalition
Freedom, Incorporated

Friends of Dr. Beverly Brown
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Major supporters of the one City   initiative    


